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For Immediate Release

100 URI Interfaith Youth Leaders Gather

in Mayapur, India

San Francisco, November 2008 – United Religions Initiative (URI) is preparing for the gathering of its first Young Leaders Program (YLP), which will take place on November 24th through the 29th as part of URI’s 2008 Global Assembly, in Mayapur, West Bengal, India.

With the help of nearly 400 Cooperation Circles in over 70 countries across the globe, URI selected more than 100 hundred youth to attend the 2008 URI Global Assembly. Ranging from the ages of 18 to 35 years old, from over 35 countries, and belonging to a variety of faiths, communities and religions, section criteria for scholarships was based on the various peacebuilding abilities, expertise, knowledge, and leadership skills each of the candidates possessed. 

The YLP members are due to arrive in India one week prior to Global Assembly attendees. Their objective during their gathering in India is to create new interfaith initiatives amongst youth, to support non-violent communication and artistic expression, and to provide a forum for creativity and learning for the participants so they can apply practices learned during their stay in Mayapur, when the return home to their communities.

The URI Youth Leaders Program is comprised of a committed group of young people who believe in the importance of interfaith work and are seeking a better future for world’s environment, culture, and people worldwide.  

Young Leaders Program – 2008 Global Assembly Mayapur Schedule includes:

· Youth-led workshops in leadership development, peacebuilding and the environment;

· Daily sacred practices led by young people in Raja Yoga meditation, sound meditation, martial arts, Reiki healing and interfaith meditation;

· Youth presentations of model interfaith projects, such as a peacebuilding project in Kenya bringing together warring tribes through sports, and “Heartbeat Jerusalem” – a project bringing together young Israelis and Palestinians to form a music group in Jerusalem;

· A hands-on service project where youth participants will visit a local village school to paint a peace mural with the local schoolchildren;

· Engage in a ‘tree planting’ with local schoolchildren for the UN’s Billion Tree Planting program, and make a donation of school supplies.
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