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Bowes

Award Winners

IN 2004, John and Frances Bowes established the
Bowes Awards in honor of John’s brother, William K.
Bowes, a major supporter of URI. The intention of the
awards is to recognize and catalyze the innovative work
of Cooperation Circles in their local communities.
Bowes Awards will be given out on a three-year cycle
coinciding with Global Assemblies. 2008 is the first year

that awards have been made.

Ektaan Cooperation Circle, India

Proposals were compared within regions and the winning application for each region
was selected by a team from a different region, thereby ensuring a more objective rating.
Each winning proposal receives a grant of $5,000 USD to carry out project activities and

two full scholarships to participate in the URI Global Assembly in Mayapur.

Congratulations to:

Africa: Twekolere Women’s
Development Association
Cooperation Circle, Uganda To help
30 families living with AIDS and 100 AIDS
orphans build a community safety net that
successfully integrates them back into the
local community.

Asia: Ektaan Cooperation Circle,
India To bridge religions and cultures
through music and song, by bringing
diverse cultural programs to rural villages.

Europe: DML Bonn Cooperation
Circle, Germany To enable
representatives from 6-10 European
Cooperation Circles to attend the next
Jewish Christian Muslim Summer School
in Ammerdown, where the learnings of 35
years of interfaith dialogue continue to
inspire and guide participants.

Latin America/Caribbean:
Campinas Cooperation Circle,
Brazil To build the Campo Belo |
Solidarity Center in a poor community for
the purpose of reducing violence and
poverty through educational, spiritual,
cultural, environmental and micro-credit
actions.

Middle East/North Africa:
Palestinian Peace Society
Cooperation Circle, Palestinian
Territories To design and deliver an
annual seminar for the next three years to
hand-picked Palestinian youth on the role
of peace building in stemming religious
violence.

Multi-Region: Trail of Dreams World

Peace Walk Cooperation Circle,
United States To help fund the last

stretch of the world peace walk from New

York to Atlanta, for the purpose of
informing, engaging, and activating
partnerships for peace.

North America: Spiritual and
Religious Alliance for Hope
(SARAH) Cooperation Circle,
United States Project is the Interfaith
Collaboration for Service, an annual
weekend of service dedicated to bringing
different communities of faith together to
work together for the betterment of their
communities.

Southeast Asia-Pacific:
Peacemakers’ Circle,

The Philippines To create a core team
of leaders for the region by providing a
URI Leadership Training Program.
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Southern India Regional Coordinator,
Abraham Karickam, talking with

Ugandan children

Peacebuilding:
URI’'s Moral Imagination Project

FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS through a
special grant from Catalyst for Peace and
program partner Libby Hoffman, URI has
piloted a new program in peacebuilding. Under
the leadership of John Paul Lederach, professor
and mediator from the Kroc Institute for
International Peace Studies at the University of
Notre Dame, teams from Cooperation Circles in
the Philippines, Uganda, Ethiopia, and India
have worked with a URI leadership team to learn and practice a transformational
grassroots methodology to build peace in conflict-ridden communities.

Since the beginning of the pilot project, the Peacemakers’ Cooperation Circle in the
Philippines has developed an unprecedented interfaith dialogue with priests and
imams in Manila, and the Acholi Religious Leaders Cooperation Circle in Uganda has
made significant headway in peace negotiations and reconciliation work with the
Lord’s Resistance Army. In southern India, peacebuilding trainings are now being
given in the newly built interfaith peace center in the community of Tiruvalla; in
Ethiopia, young leaders have expanded the development of committed interfaith
youth leaders in the local school system.

The Moral Imagination is an action/reflection learning process in which capacities are
developed over time. It consists of ongoing community actions sparked by periodic
face-to-face reflection and learning seminars in which all the participants deepen
their abilities, both as individuals and as teams, to generate creative responses to the
conflicts in their communities. Field site visits have also been made to each of the
Cooperation Circles on the ground in their local community to further understand the
challenges that each one faces by “walking in their shoes.”

The impact of this work on the four Cooperation Circles has been immense, and already
has begun to enrich the larger URI and beyond. We will be harvesting the fruits of
this project for years to come, beginning with the Global Assembly in Mayapur.

e



Pakistan

Jordan

Malaysia

Finland

Denmark

e



Father James Channan and
International Day of Peace
participants
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URI Asia

Asia has 134 Cooperation Circles — more than any other region in URI.

Their work ranges from Peace Camps for children, to an old age home,
a community Peace Center, musicians promoting interfaith music, and
translating the URI Charter into many local languages. URI Asia is
particularly active in Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Korea and Pakistan.
Here is one example of URI's work in Asia:

Lahore, Pakistan. On June 27, 2008, The
Bright Future Society of Pakistan honored
URI Coordinator for Pakistan, Father James
Channan, with the “Patriotic Award for
Exemplary Services 2008." The ceremony took
place at the Christian Study Center in
Rawalpindi, and His Excellency Mr. Zhao
Qiaoliang, Councilor of the Embassy of China
to Pakistan, was the one to hand the award to
Father Channan, given in recognition and
appreciation of the peace and interfaith
harmony work he is doing in the country and
elsewhere for the past several years. A large
number of participants from various religions
were present for this ceremony.

Just a week following, on July 5, 2008, Sawan
International, Pakistan awarded Father
Channan with a Gold Medal in recognition of
his tireless efforts and devotion to promote
dialogue and peace among religions and
cultures. The award was presented by Mr.
Bryan D. Hunt, Principal Officer of the
Consulate of the United States of America,
and took place at the Children’s Library
Complex in Lahore. There were more than
300 participants to give testimony to this
ceremony, which included political leaders,
clergy, members of URI, interfaith leaders, as
well as several guests from the United
Kingdom and The United States.




URI Latin America and Caribbean

URI Latin America and Caribbean has 24 Cooperation Circles, whose work
ranges from interfaith dialogue, to community centers, micro-credit programs
and advocating for the rights of indigenous people. Here is one story of

URI's work in Latin America:

Buenos Aires, Argentina. Created to
promote interfaith dialogue among ordinary
people, “Learning to Co-exist” is an open
weekly gathering from Escuela de Amor
Cooperation Circle. It is a stable group of
more than twenty people including Indigenous
and those who are nonreligious. During an
hour and a half, participants utilizing religious
texts reflect on a pre-determined subject (such
as helping others, love, faith, transformation,
identity, dialogue, peace,) and share personal
perspectives on faith and tradition. Escuela
de Amor publishes the fruit of their study in
an Interfaith Paper produced twice a month.

The “Leaning to Co-exist” group is often
invited to visit schools to speak about
religious identity and interfaith cooperation.
Through panels and workshops, students at
the primary, secondary and university levels
work together to learn about our different
identities as well as the huge possibilities that
respect and cooperation can bring.

Escuela de Amor
Cooperation Circle




URI Multi-Region

There are 25 Cooperation Circles in the Multi-Region, which consist of
Cooperation Circles that span more than one region, often because they are
“virtual” Here's one story of URI's work in the Multi-Region:

Atlanta, Georgia, USA. Begun in October
2005 in Atlanta, the Trail of Dreams World
Peace Walk is a 3-year global outreach effort
as walkers journey around the world to
promote world peace. Since their departure in
2005 the Trail of Dreams World Peace Walkers
have traveled through the American Southwest,
Hawaii, New Zealand and Australia, India,
Egypt, Turkey, Greece, Holland, Spain, and
Morocco.

Walkers have given hundreds of presentations
to thousands of people on conflict resolution,
working on sustainability projects, and
engaging indigenous communities and
wisdom keepers in dialogue. These are just a
few of the activities that these inspired
visionaries have taken part in as they travel the
world one step at a time in the name of peace.

The World Peace Walk provides an opportunity
to inform, engage, and activate partnerships
for peace, through the walk itself; a touring
eco-village that travels with the walk
demonstrating different methods of reducing
our footprint on Mother Earth; peace
education forums; partnership building
opportunities; and art exhibits, concerts and
film festivals along the way. It's an opportunity
for individuals, organizations, and communities
to join in the Walk-A-Long not only by joining
the walk itself but through the events that
surround it.

Trail of Dreams

in Australia




