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People

in Action

of diverse religions
spiritual expressions
indigenous traditions

As the world is stunned by senseless acts of violence, our URI 

community elevates hope as it takes on the challenge to heal wounds, 

bring diverse communities of people together for humanitarian action, 

and strengthen the foundations for lasting peace.

Our Charter begins, “We people of diverse religions, spiritual 

expressions, and Indigenous traditions throughout the world…”.  

The We of URI is a diverse people. We are people of all traditions, all 

beliefs, all nationalities, all races, all genders, all sexualities, and all 

ages. We stand together against the forces of violence, extremism, 

oppression, and prejudice. Our way is a way of respecting the 

uniqueness of each other’s lives and traditions, and of working 

together for the good of our communities and the world. 

In the face of violence, we unite for peace. This is the power of We.

RITA SEMEL
Jewish, United States

Rita has served URI since the 
1990s – initially in partnership 
with Bishop Swing, then as the 
first Global Council Chair, now as a 
member of several URI committees. 
Her interfaith work has inspired 
generations of people to follow in 
her footsteps.

WILLIAM “BILL” K. BOWES, 
JR. (IN MEMORIAM)
Episcopalian, United States

Beloved member of the 
President’s Council and 
pioneer URI philanthropist, 
Bill’s forward-looking vision 
and generous financial 
backing helped grow URI’s 
global interfaith network to 
what it is today.

Honoring Interfaith Heroes
FATHER TERESITO  
“CHITO” SUGANOB
Catholic, The Philippines

Longtime leader of one of URI’s 
Cooperation Circles, Father 
Chito works across religious and 
cultural boundaries to heal deep 
wounds of conflict and improve 
socio-economic conditions in the 
Mindanao region.

Kiran Bali, MBE JP 
URI Global Council Chairperson

The Reverend Victor H. Kazanjian, Jr. 
URI Executive Director

The Right Reverend William E. Swing 
URI President and Founder



Power
of WeThe 871 Cooperation Circles 

in 102 Countries

CC is our abbreviation for Cooperation Circles. 
This is what we call our member groups. 

Along with hundreds of thousands of 
partners and volunteers, our membership is 
guided and supported by a Global Support 
System that includes leadership and staff 
based in 34 countries:

 29 Global Council Trustees 

 19 Global Office Staff

 17 Regional Coordinators

 49 Additional Regional Staff
Numbers as of July 31st, 2017



Since the 1995 United Nations (UN) anniversary celebration that sparked 
the idea for a “United Religions,” URI has grown in parallel with the 
UN. We hold the prestigious distinction of being a Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) with consultative status with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council. We also have long-standing partnerships 
with several other UN agencies.

Every year, hundreds of our Cooperation Circles around the world celebrate 
the UN International Day of Peace and UN World Interfaith Harmony 
Week. Two of our member groups have even been honored with highly 
competitive prizes. 

Our UN representatives provide an ongoing presence at the UN in New York 
City and Nairobi. URI thought leaders have spoken at UN Assemblies on 
topics like nuclear disarmament, sustainability, and women’s rights. We also 
send a yearly delegation of youth representatives to participate in UN events 
at the New York City headquarters.

URI and the UN
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A Long History

How 
We 
Work
The URI Network 
combines Interfaith 
Bridgebuilding 
with Humanitarian 
Action to address the 
causes of conflict. 
This dual strategy is 
at the heart of URI’s 
success.

Our Members

Partners: Individuals or 
organizations who support URI 
financially or materially, and help 
to advance the work of our CCs.

CCs: Our global grassroots 
member groups whose work is 
guided by the URI Preamble, 
Purpose and Principles.

URI Representative to the UN Monica Willard and 
URI Executive Director Victor Kazanjian with UN 
colleagues at the UN’s 70th Anniversary Celebration.



Global 
Partnerships
We are excited to announce a powerful new partnership with 
Women’s Earth Alliance (WEA) to create The Ripple Academy, 
which will unleash a global cadre of women leaders allied to 
forge and amplify solutions for peace, justice, and environmental 
healing in communities around the world. The Ripple Academy 
will bring together the best of URI’s and WEA’s grassroots 
leadership models, offering a coordinated training experience to 
equip leading change-makers with the skills, tools, and alliances 
they need to build bridges of cooperation and environmental 
solutions for generations to come. Expect to see projects like 
women’s clean cookstove microenterprises in Kenya, community 
seed banks in Egypt, sanitation efforts in India, or the preservation 
of water rights in Jordan, Israel, and Palestine.

Global 
Communications 
Our global grassroots organization is always looking for better ways to elevate the work 
of our members and to foster strong connections.

Here are just a few ways we help bring our worldwide network a little closer together with: 

Our newly redesigned website will be an even more effective platform for raising our members’ 
voices on a global level. The new streamlined design will allow easier navigation and access to our 
Cooperation Circles, as well as our network’s wealth of peacebuilding stories and resources. 

Our new constituent relationship management platform, powered by Salesforce, will not only be 
fully integrated with our new website, but it will also act as a tool for impact assessment, allowing our 
leadership teams to direct their energy and resources more effectively. 

Using Zoom, a web conferencing service, we are now able to connect participants face-to-face 
across the planet for all of our global meetings. This new technology also offers greater capacity to 
conduct webinars and virtual breakout sessions. 

Our social media channels are more active than 
ever. Join URI community conversations online 
on Facebook (unitedreligionsinitiative), Twitter 
(uriglobal), YouTube (uriglobal), and our newest 
channel, Instagram (uriglobal).



Our members work at every level, from 
influencing policymakers to providing training 
at the grassroots, to building peace, healing 
existing tensions, and preventing new conflicts.

HIGHLIGHTING IMPACT:  
�After an increase in anti-Muslim hate crimes in 
California, USA, the Interfaith Council of Contra 
Costa County CC co-sponsored a “Ring of Solidarity” 
where over 150 people joined hands around a 
mosque to show community support for their 
Muslim neighbors.

�In Africa, Shalom Ghana CC ended a  
10-year feud between Christians and Muslims by 
getting youth from both sides to plant trees the 
village badly needed.                                     

Bridging Rivers  
that Divide

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA — EcoPeace Middle 
East CC gathers Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian 
government representatives to set aside their differences 
and join their voices in one clear call to clean up the polluted 
Lower Jordan River.

ECOPEACE MIDDLE EAST CC – FAITHS/TRADITIONS:   
CHRISTIAN, MUSLIM, JEWISH, NONTHEIST 
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Peacebuilding 
& Conflict 

Transformation

Highlighting
Impact
from our global membership



Our members work hard to improve the health of 
people in communities all over the world, giving 
them the chance to lead full and meaningful lives. 

HIGHLIGHTING IMPACT: 
�When Sri Lanka was hit by the most devastating 
flood in over a decade, Sarvodaya Shanthi Sena CC 
coordinated relief services to distribute food, clothes, 
drinking water, and medicine.

�A Better Community for All Pakistan CC organizes 
free medical care for rural families who can’t afford 
doctors, distributing medicine and connecting patients 
with free hospital stays when necessary.                                       

Bringing Aid to 
People in Need

ASIA —  Professional dentists from Drishti Foundation Trust 
CC, in New Delhi, India, donated time and supplies to provide 
dental care and teach kids about oral hygiene. DRISHTI FOUNDATION TRUST CC – FAITHS/TRADITIONS:   

HINDU, JAIN, MUSLIM, CHRISTIAN
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Health and Social 
Services

By uniting to address threats to our shared 
ecosystem, we can find literal common ground, 
since every member of all traditions depends on 
necessities like clean water to survive. 

HIGHLIGHTING IMPACT: 
�In Cambodia, Interfaith Peace Building on 
Natural Resources Management CC uses religious 
teachings and practices to promote ecological efforts 
like reforestation and native species planting in 
ecologically-sensitive areas.

�Rio Inter-Religious Movement CC in Brazil gathered 
URI CCs, religious leaders, and expert voices in a 
“Faith in the Climate” initiative that publicly called 
upon government leaders to take strong action on 
climate change.                                      

Uniting to Protect the 
Environment

AFRICA — Blantyre CC coordinated 50 young people of all 
backgrounds to clean polluted areas so the community could 
live in healthier surroundings, restoring sanitary conditions to 
the Bangwe township in Southern Malawi. 

BLANTYRE CC – FAITHS/TRADITIONS:   
MUSLIM, CHRISTIAN: ANGLICAN, CHRISTIAN: BAPTIST, CHRISTIAN: 
PRESBYTERIAN, CHRISTIAN: ROMAN CATHOLIC, CHRISTIAN: EVANGELICAL
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Harmful stereotypes are usually rooted in ignorance, 
and the desperation of poverty often fuels tensions 
between groups. Our members educate people on 
cultural and religious differences to create safer, 
more peaceful communities.

HIGHLIGHTING IMPACT: 
�In Bosnia and Herzegovina, Youth for Peace CC’s 
summer school brought together young people from 
different backgrounds through volunteering efforts like 
painting houses and repairing old cemeteries.

�In the Great Lakes region in Africa, Busoga CC 
members teach families the importance of sending 
daughters to school along with their brothers.                                                                              

Beyond Language, 
Teaching Communities

SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC — Cultural Infusion 
CC educates young Australians by using cultural and artistic 
expression to promote social cohesion. 

Indigenous voices are essential within URI’s 
membership. We act to protect Indigenous 
peoples’ right to thrive while honoring their 
traditions.

HIGHLIGHTING IMPACT:  
�Comunidad Cosmica CC, in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, preserves Indigenous cultures’ rich oral 
histories by publishing written stories that would 
otherwise be lost.

�1God CC, in Clayton, Victoria, Australia, leads a 
movement to return excavated Aboriginal human 
remains for dignified burial in accordance with 
Aboriginal traditions.                                       

Standing with 
Indigenous Peoples

CULTURAL INFUSION CC – FAITHS/TRADITIONS:  
CHRISTIAN: GREEK ORTHODOX, CHRISTIAN: CATHOLIC, SIKH, HINDU, 
MUSLIM, BUDDHIST

MULTIREGION AND NORTH AMERICA — On the invitation 
of Chief Arvol Looking Horse of Protecting and Restoring the 
Sacred CC, a URI delegation presented the Standing Rock tribal 
elders with more than 1000 messages of support from our global 
network during the Interfaith Day of Prayer at the reservation.

PROTECTING AND RESTORING THE SACRED CC – FAITHS/TRADITIONS:  
INDIGENOUS, UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST, SPIRITUAL, CHRISTIAN, MUSLIM, 
SIKH, JEWISH, HINDU, NONTHEIST
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Our Donor Partners 
January 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017
(names followed by * indicate 5-9 years of  giving;  ** indicate 10-14 years of  giving;   
*** indicate 15 or more years of  giving)

$1,000,000 +

Anonymous**
S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation**
William K. Bowes, Jr. Foundation**

$100,000 - $999,999

Anonymous**
Robert and Connie Lurie**
George and Judy Marcus Family Foundation**
Mrs. Dede Wilsey**

$50,000 - $99,999

Jill Kramer / Kramer Family Foundation***
Maria and John Weiser / Nicholas J. Weiser 
Foundation for Children**

$25,000 - $49,999 

Robert and Diane Coleman*
Margaret and Stephen Gill / The Stephen and 
Margaret Gill Family Foundation**
Mr. Frank Gard Jameson***
William and Susan Oberndorf*
Ms. Kat Taylor and Mr. Tom Steyer /  
TomKat Fund**
Estate of Jane Marvin Whitner*

$15,000 - $24,999 

Mr. Peter F. Carpenter and  
Ms. Jane Shaw Carpenter
Julia and Jim Davidson*
John and Marcia Goldman Philanthropic Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Freitag
Ms. Sabahat Rafiq and Dr. Naveed Sherwani / 
Peernova, Inc.*
Roselyne Chroman Swig***
The Rt. Rev. and Mrs. William E. Swing***
Chandler and Paul Tagliabue*

$10,000 - $14,999

Anonymous
Bank of the West*
Ms. Gwinneth Berexa
Jonathan Burgstone*
The Celebrate Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Harlan R. Crow
Mr. Chuck Doyle
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Draper III
Mrs. Doris Fisher
William P. Fuller and Jennifer Beckett**
Koret Foundation**
Ms. Sandy Mailliard

We are deeply grateful to our donor partners 
who invest in the vital work of the URI network. 
This support impacts the work done around 
the world every day.

Thank You

We prize a diversity of ages in leadership  
positions worldwide. Our members work 
towards equity and fair representation in 
intergenerational peacebuilding. 

HIGHLIGHTING IMPACT: 
�In Korea, young peacemakers from around the world 
gather annually at a URI youth camp, which provides 
scholarships to encourage learning and action.

�Youth of Peace CC in Yemen helps youth find their 
voice amidst a country torn apart by war - training 
them to produce their own documentary films 
promoting tolerance, respect, and religious freedom.                                     

Young Leaders  
Show the Way

NORTH AMERICA — SunDABT CC, a university student 
group, creates safe spaces for people to ask respectful 
questions about other religions by holding signs that read, 
“Meet a Muslim,” “Meet a Christian,” etc.

SUNDABT CC – FAITHS/TRADITIONS:   
ATHEIST, CHRISTIAN, MUSLIM, JEWISH, PAGAN, BUDDHIST, AGNOSTIC, 
SIKH, CHRISTIAN: CATHOLIC, CHRISTIAN: CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
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John and Leslie Mcquown*
Mr. and Mrs. John Parker
Stephenson Foundation
Tides Foundation*

$5,000-$9,999

Mr. Clifford Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Armacost*
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bradley
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Brown
Ms. Rebecca A. Burad*
Dr. and Mrs. Allen Calvin / 
Palo Alto University*
The Dana Foundation
The Justin Dart Family Foundation
William and Barbara Edwards*
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Felton
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Fritz
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Goodan
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick W. Gross*
Mr. Walter F. Harrison, III
James C. Hormel*
Bill and Kennon Jamieson Charitable Fund
Merrill and Cynthia Magowan*
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Mehran*
Barbara J. Meislin***
Mr. and Mrs. Stephens F. Millard
Gail Bliss Moore*
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Murch**
Mr. and Mrs. Perry Olson
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Osher*
Jeanne Taylor**

$2,500-$4,999

Anonymous**
Mr. Martin K. Belles and  
Mrs. Elizabeth Belles*

Mr. and Mrs. Clay Bentley
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Brown
Confidence Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Currey, Jr.**
Dodge & Cox
Dr. R. Cameron Emmott*
The Rev. Richard Fabian and  
Mr. Stephen Holtzman**
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Falaschi
Mary Cox Garner**
Ms. Kyle J. Goldman*
Mr. Sanjiv Goyal / Droisys, Inc.
Herbst Foundation
Mr. Zainuddean Jeewanjee
The Rev. Victor H. Kazanjian, Jr. and  
Ms. Michelle Lepore
Ms. Margaret L. Keon**
Mrs. Eve Masonek***
Robert and Maura Morey*
Mr. and Mrs. William O’Leary
Joseph Parker
Bill and Mary Poland*
Presidio Bank
Ms. Courtney Rice
Rita R. Semel***
The Hon. and Mrs. George P. Shultz*
Stanford Memorial Church
Taube Foundation  
for Jewish Life and Culture
Ms. Renee Tucei
Dr. Margot B. Unkel***
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Waterman, Jr.**
Mr. Jack P. Wold

$1,000 - $2,499 

Ms. Alka Airy
Mrs. Lloyd Aubry*

Mr. and Mrs.  
James A. Baker, III
Ms. Elizabeth Bellotti
Mr. and Mrs.  
Jack Bertges**
Mrs.  
Frances Bowes**
Mr. and Mrs.  
Scott Brubaker
Mrs.  
Betty Burnham**
Mr. and Mrs.  
Bruce Callander*
Camp Younts 
Foundation**
Mr. John E. Cay III
Rev. and Mrs.  
Paul Chaffee***
Robert and Marty 
Christopher**
Joan and Jeffrey Cleary
D. Elwood and Helen Clinard**
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Collins
Diana Conan
Mr. Stewart Cureton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Duff**
Donald and Janice Elliott Fund**
Mr. Dave Fogarty
Ms. Marcia Forman
Ms. Virginia Forster
Mr. John C. Gorden
The Grayling Foundation
Guittard Chocolate Company
Mr. Waleed Hadeed
Dr. and Mrs. Henry Hamilton
Mrs. Donald Harger**
Mr. Brad Heinzen and Ms. Margine Sako

Mr. and Mrs. Huey Ming Hsu  
Charitable Foundation*
Mr. William Gisvold and Ms. Kathy Hull
Ik Onkar Peace Foundation CC*
Ms. Arlene Inch
Ms. Jane Inch
Mr. Stephen Jones*
Mr. Neil Jubaili
Mr. Michael Kieschnick and  
The Rev. Frannie Kieschnick*
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel King**
Mr. Michael P. Lazarus and  
Mrs. Laura F. Kline
The Hon. Richard C. Livermore
Emmett and Carol MacCorkle
Mr. and Mrs. Haig Mardikian

John and Karen McGuinn*
Mr. Alan McMillen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Momsen
Rev. Richard Morrison*
Nancy Dozier Murray***
Peter Musto*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Paskerian
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Patterson
Rabbi Stephen S. Pearce and  
Dr. Laurie Pearce
Steve Piuma**
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Power
Mr. Michael Powers and  
Ms. Margot Golding
Dana and Gina Randt*
Dr. Steven C. Rockefeller*
Gary Roof and Douglas Light*
Alan and Susan Rothenberg**
George W. and Kate M. Rowe Fund*
Mr. Mark Saltzgaber
John and Diane Savage
The Rev. Richard L. Schaper and  
The Rev. Anita R. Ostrom, Ph.D.*
Mr. Nelson Schwab
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce L. Scollin
Scott Simmons and Giffin Oliver
Dr. R.K. Janmeji Singh**
Mr. and Mrs. William Sneed
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church**
Justin and Sallie Stanley*
John and Dorothy Stewart*
Mrs. Elizabeth Strong
Ms. Barbara H. Hartford and  
Mr. James C. Strong**
Mr. and Mrs. Dexter Tight**
Ms. Elna Tsao

Ms. Diana Chapman Walsh and  
Mr. Chris Walsh
Mr. R. Channing Wheeler
Kenneth and Dorothy Woodcock**

$500 - $999 

Ms. Katharine Albright
Mr. Adolphus Andrews, Jr.*
Wade and Suzanne Aubry*
Mr. and Mrs. Ted J. Balestreri
Douglas and Leslie Ballinger
Ms. Pamela H. Banks*
Mr. and Mrs. Bailey S. Barnard**
Barry and Connie Baron
Mr. Roderick R. Berry
Thomas and Sandy Bertelsen*
Jean Shinoda Bolen, MD
Mr. and Mrs. Philip E. Bowles**
Mr. Cabot Brown
Mr. Leon G. Campbell
Ms. Gwinneth Ann Clarkson
William G. Clements and 
Sharman Gould
Ms. Kathryn Clubb
Ms. Linda Crawford and 
Mr. Boyd Jarrell*
Dr. and Mrs. John Davis*
Kristen and Robert 
DeLaMater
Dennis and Gretchen 
Delman**
Mr. Donald Derheim and 
Ms. Diana Mailey
Mr. David Duxbury
Rev. Tilden Edwards and  
Mrs. Mary Edwards***
Ms. Heather Saunders Estes
T. Jack Foster, Jr.*

Mr. Stephen Fuqua and  
Ms. Tania Homayoun**
Mrs. Elizabeth Gardner
Mr. Patrick Geddes and Ms. Ivy Lessner
The Rev. Canon Charles P. Gibbs and  
Mrs. Debbie Gibbs***
Mr. Mark Grace
Stanford and Joann Hays*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hilton
Ms. Julie E. Hofer and Mr. Matt Hofer
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Of WPB
Mrs. Linda Ashcraft Hudak
Mrs. George Jewett
The Very Rev. Alan Jones and  
Mrs. Cricket Jones

Mrs. Margaret Jones**
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Jorgensen
Ms. Irina Kassil
Richard and Doreen Kopf
Ms. Kristin Lee Swenson and  
Mr. David Lee Swenson*
Dr. Hanmin Liu*
Ms. Maria C. Marihart
Marquis Advisory Group
Mr. Nushin Mavaddat*
Rob and Sylvia McCann*
George and Karen McCown*
Mr. and Mrs. James W. McLane*
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Mills
Mr. and Mrs. James Monfredini
Dr. Raquel Newman**
Mr. John O’Neil
Ms. Isabelle Ortega and  
Mr. Noah Lockwood
Clyde and Janet Ostler

Mr. Jonathan C. Perkins
Ms. Paige Petrini

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pringle
Mrs. Margot M. Rawlins
Paul Resnick and Joan M. Karlin
Jackson Schultz*
Mr. and Mrs. Norman A. Spencer
Margaret C. Stark-Roberts**
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Suzuki
Ms. Alice Swett

Third Order Society Of St. Francis
Dr. Len Traubman and  

Mrs. Libby Traubman**
Unity of Dothan, Inc.

Janessa Gans Wilder
Ms. Joyce Malone Wilding

Elisabeth Semel,  
Dr. Meji Singh and 
Rita Semel at URI’s 
Circles of Light Gala

George Marcus and 
Dame Charlotte Mailliard 
Shultz at URI’s Circles of 
Light Gala



John and Patricia Blessington**
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Boggs
Carole and Keith Brown*
Mr. George R. Bunn, Jr. and  
Ms. Jane Bunn**
Lewis H. Butler**
Ms. Stephanie Carpenter Carlisle
D. Clark
Mr. Gary Coover
Ms. Pattie Cortese
Ms. Ann C. Darling**
Mr. Gordon Davidson and  
Ms. Corinne McLaughlin**
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Dennis-Strathmeyer
Mr. Brian Devine and Mr. Glenn Coffee
Ms. Amira Diamond
Lou Dunn Diekemper***
Mr. Jonathan Dill
Mr. and Mrs. John Donaghue
Eileen H. Drath***
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Erganian
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Escobosa
Ms. Alexandra Evans
Ms. Joye Fehringer
Ms. Mary Flesher
Ms. Cornelia Fletcher
Ms. Cynthia Foster
Ms. Nancy Foster
Mr. Steven Frank
Jay and Joyce Friedrichs*
The Rev. Mary Moore Gaines  
and Mr. George Gaines**
Ms. Martha J. Gallahue*
Dr. Stanley M. Goldberg and  
Ms. Luella G. Goldberg
Grace Community Church  
of San Francisco

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Gregg
Mr. Mat Gruen
Ms. Jan E. Hafner*
Barbara Q. Harper**
Mr. Carl D. Harris
Mr. Peter C. Hart**
Ms. Susan Hauser
Ms. Pamela Hawley
The Very Rev. Canon  
Peter D. Haynes
Mr. Randolph Hill and  
Ms. Tammy Braas-Hill
Ms. Beverly V. Hock*
Jeff and Alison Holland**
Mr. and Mrs. Thayer Hopkins, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Horning
Richard Hoskins and Lynn Frame*
Mrs. Jeannette Hoyt**
Mr. Peter Hsu
Markus and Ann Huber
Ms. Alma A. Jacobo
Ms. Deborah Jasso
Ms. Joy S. Jinks
Rev. Elizabeth Bates Johnson
Tim and Kie Johnson**
Philip Johnson*
Mrs. Claiborne Jones
Mr. Michael Kane
Mr. Stuart Kaplan
Mr. Douglas Karlson
Ms. Rosanna Kazanjian
Ms. Lois Keenan
Mr. Sigrid Kellenter
Reverend Ronald Kobata
Mr. Eric Fenster and Ms. Melinda Kramer
Ms. Sandra Kriha
Gary and Joan Lawrence**

Ms. Virginia Lawrence
Mr. Robert Leet
Mr. and Mrs. John Lepore
Lorin and Karen Letendre*
Thomas and Lynette Ley*
Ms. Marla Libraty
Rev. Kay Lindahl***
James J. Ludwig Foundation**
Ms. Cynthia MacKay*
Peter and Melanie Maier
Mrs. Karen K. Mastin
Ms. Claire McAuliffe
Susan McClean***
Mr. Sean McCormick and  
Ms. Kate Kabagambe
Reverend Will McGarvey

Michael and Sally McNulty*
Mr. Walter Medling
Ms. Margaret Mengers
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Merchant*
Ms. Mary Miles
Ms. Wella Mohibi
Rev. Deborah Moldow**
Mr. George G. Montgomery
Mr. Toye Moses and  
Mrs. Alma Robinson Moses*
Ms. Ilana Nachoum
Mrs. Shelley Nagel and Michael Nagel
Mohammed Naseem*
Mr. Isaac Newton
Mr. Matthew Nichols
Ms. Tomiko Nojima*

The Hon. George P. Shultz (left) 
hosts leaders of URI and URI’s 
Environmental Network CC

Dr. Charles B. Wilson and  
Ms. Frances S. Petrocelli**
Jack and Paula Winter*
Mr. Bradley Wood

$250 - $499

Anonymous***
Mr. and Mrs. Ajay Ahluwalia
Mr. Fatih Ates
Ms. Wendy A. Atkinson
Mr. Mahmut Atun
Rev. Susan Auchincloss*
Dr. Edward Bastian
Jody and Jules Becker*
Mr. Stephen J. Bizilia
Mr. William Blackburn
Mr. Richard Blish
Mr. Benjamin Bowler
Ms. Helen Bulwik
Patricia A. Burke*
Mrs. John Callander**
Mr. Miguel Castillo
Ms. Joanie Ciardelli
Mr. Todd Clist and Mrs. Elizabeth Clist**
Cullen and Sally Coates
Ms. Margaret Conley
Joseph and Cindy Connolly*
Adele Corvin**
Mary Cranston
Ms. Pamela Culp
Ms. Joan P. Dedo***
Mr. Henry T. DeNero
Raj and Helen Desai***
Dr. and Mrs. Sidney Drell
Mr. Mark Dukas
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Edwardson

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ehrlich
Fred Fielding*
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Forsstrom*
Ms. Cathy B. Fox*
Ms. Abbasali Gabula
Ms. Ruth L. Gibbs and  
Mr. Robert Margoshes**
Greek Orthodox Metropolis  
of San Francisco
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Gronauer
Ms. Lois Gundlack***
Mr. and Mrs. Iftekhar Hai***
Ms. Sarah Harman
Charlene Harvey
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Hazelrig
Mr. Nathan Henry
Mr. and Mrs.  
Walter L. Heyman
The Rev. Mark W. Holmerud
Ms. Laurie Hunter
Patricia and Robert Jacobs*
Ms. Christina Jameson
Rabbi and Mrs.  
Doug Kahn***
Mr. Ken Kammerer
Mr. Joshua Karlin Resnick
David and Maureen Kennedy*
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kieran
Mr. David Krimm
Ms. Michele M. Larsen
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Leep
Mr. Timothy Luria
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Lynch
Sally Mahé***
The Ven. Rev. and Mrs. Malcolm Manson**
Ms. Angela Marcheschi
Ms. Kay Markham*

Ms. Barbara Massey
Mr. Nion McEvoy
Mr. and Mrs. John McGraw
Mr. Alan Mendelson
Ms. Rebecca Miles
Mr. and Mrs. Martin E. Monfredini
Mr. Wallace Murfit
Ms. Nancy Nebeker
Mrs. Walter Newman*
Ms. Chen Y. Noah
Osborn McDerby
John E. Palmer and Mary N. Palmer
Mr. Marcello Porcu
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Potvin
Ms. Helen H. Raiser*
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Russoniello

The Rev. Joanne Sanders
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Sardis
David and Daly Schreck**
Ms. Denise Shackleton
Margaret Sheehy*
John D. Shilling**
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Sillers
Ms. Suzanne Siskel
Vivian Sohn***

Timothy and Kathryn Statton
Mr. Robert Stein
Peter and Marie Sullivan*
Peter and Carol Taaffe**
Mr. Robert F. Thompson
Peter and Eleanor Thorp**
Frances and John Tornquist*
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Triebsch
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Vogt
Mr. Richard Yeames
Ms. Jill Young
Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Zimmer

$100 - $249

Anonymous***
Mr. Jamey Aebersold**

Ms. Elizabeth Allin
The Rev. Dr. David Baker and  
Ms. Gloria Baker**
Mr. and Mrs. John Barnes
Robert C. Barrett
Dr. Anita Barzman
Mr. and Mrs. G. Scott Baxter**
Ms. Maureen Bennett*
August and Barbara Benz*

“When you support URI, you elevate hope, and help 
build a peaceful world, one community at a time.” 

— Enoé Texier, Regional Coordinator, Latin America and the Caribbean



Ms. Birgit Hoffmann
Marianne Horling
Ms. Jean Howard Mosses
Ms. Rachel Howard
Mrs. Embry Howell***
Ms. Martha N. Howell*
Interkultureller Kreis URI Bonn CC
Ms. Michele Jones
The Rev. Vern Jones

Ms. Harvey Joyner
Sudarshan and Veena Kapoor**
Mr. Gurudev Khalsa*
Ms. Ella Knight
Christen Knudsen
Dr. Robert Kolodner and  
Mrs. Jane Porter Kolodner*
Ms. Jessica Kraft
Marilynn and David Kulieke*
Ms. Yuan-Chu Lam and Mr. Victor G. Lam
Mr. Tony Langbehn
Kathleen Niven Lechner**
Richard and Sally Levie*
Mr. Zachary Levine*
Mr. and Mrs. Howarth Lewis

Dr. Robert J. Livingston***
Mr. Lawrence G. Lossing  
and Ms. Ann Elston*
Mr. and Mrs. Dexter Lowry
Ms. Rose-Vincent Lyon*
Mr. and Mrs. George Mackey
Mr. Marcos Mafia
Mrs. Alice C. Martin*
Ms. Ginny P. Matchette

Madan Mathrani
Charlotte and Todd Maynard**
Ms. Pat McGuire
Ms. Sherry Means
Ms. Doris Mehler
Mr. Dale Mettler
Mr. Peter H. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Mooradian
Ms. Jocelyn A. Moss***
Ronald and Irene Nakasone**
Nilab Nassery
A. M. Nerbovig
Ms. Sharon O’Neil
The Rev. Dr. John Avery Palmer  
and Ms. Sherrill B. Martinez*

Mr. Christopher S. Peacock
Ms. Catherine Pennington
Ms. Anne Peskoe
Ms. Marsha Pilgeram**
James Norwood Pratt***
Theodore B. Pratt*
Ms. Elaine Ray
Ms. Sharon Reynolds and  
Mr. Joseph G. Wilcox*
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne A. Robbins**
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ronan
Rev. Renate S. Rose*
Anne and William Roth*
Mr. and Mrs. David Schmaier
Ms. Marie Schutz
Catherine and Michael Secour
Mr. and Mrs. P. K. Segerhammar*
Ms. Mary Shahan
Rev. Hallam Shorrock, Jr.**
Ms. Jacquelyn Y. Simms
Ms. Myoung-Ho Sin
Ms. Ruth Smith
Ms. Charlene Spretnak*
Ms. Margaret A. Stephenson*
Mr. John Stone
Ms. Lili Taylor
Mr. Daniel Tellep and  
the late Mrs. Patricia Tellep
Jaco and Barbara ten Hove*
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Tibbitts*
Louise M. Todd-Cope***
Ms. Cecilia Tonsing
Sister Marianna Torrano
Ms. Christine Torrington
Barbara J. Trites**
URI Germany CC (URI Deutschland CC)*

Ms. Kate Walsham
Ms. Laura Warner
Ms. Joanne Watanabe
Robert and Nancy Weeks**
Mr. George Westermark**
Mr. Edgar Williams
Anna Wood*
Ms. Jessica Woodard
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wrangham
Alvin Yamashiro**
Mr. Cliff Zimmerman

Matching Donations

Amazon Smile
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Henry Luce Foundation
PayPal Giving Fund

In-Kind

Francis Ford Coppola Winery
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Skywalker Vineyards

“ I  invest in URI as I feel that it  directly 
empowers people to support communities, 
thereby affecting collaborative efforts 
toward cohesive human kindness.”  

— Gwinne Berexa, Circles of Light Chair, USA

Mrs. Elizabeth S. Nolen**
Mr. Joy North
Mrs. Jeananne Oliphant***
Mr. Samuel Oltrogge
Mr. Ugur Ozturk
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Paige
Mr. Frederick Parkin and Ms. Wendy Parkin
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Parkinson
Mr. Michael Patterson
Margaret M. Paul***
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Pears
Mr. Ashling Pearson
Mrs. Janice G. Pettey*
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Phelps
The Hon. and Mrs. Stewart Pollak
Ms. Elena Ramirez*
Ms. Susan Ray

Arlene F. Reed**
Dr. Ana-Maria Rizzuto***
Ms. Esther Rosenfeld
Dr. Peter C. Rowe
Saiva Siddhanta Church*
Rev. LaVerne Sasaki
Jack Sawyer**
Mr. Dan Scharlack
Mr. Josheph Scherer and Ms. Clare Maier
Dr. Richard Schoenbrun and  
Rev. Zoila Schoenbrun*
William and Ruth Schooler
Senior Adult Center
Mr. Alan Silberg
The Rev. Dr. Susan Singer**
Mrs. Martha B. Smith***
St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church*

Ms. Karimah K. Stauch**
The Rev. and Mrs. Richard Stazesky**
Mr. Richard Stefani
Rev. Brian Stein-Webber and  
Rev. Mary Stein-Webber *
Mr. and Mrs. Prescott Stone
Robert Lee Stuart*
George and Barbara Sycip
Place D. Tegland*
Ms. Wilma C. Thomas*
Ms. Katherine Thompson
Mr. Theodore Timpson*
Mr. and Mrs. William Ughetta*
Ms. Carolyn Vail
Dr. Andrea Vecchione
Mr. Edwin A. Waite
Ms. Chris K. Wellens
Putney and Anne Westerfield*
Ed and Patti White*
David and Monica Willard*
Anne B. Williams**
Ms. Barbara Wilson
Michael C. Wood*
Ms. Charlotte Worsley
Ms. Frances Worthington*
Mr. William Wreden and  
Mr. Henry K. Grove*
Ms. Mari Wright
Mr. Howard Zangwill
Mr. John A. Weiser and Ms. Shoshana Zax

$99 and Below

Lowell and Dottie Alt*
Mr. Donald Ashbum
Mr. Pat Banasiewicz
Norman Beachy and Rena Cusma Beachy**
Jay and Laurel Bergman*

Ms. Sandra Bosak
Mr. David Brenerman
Ms. Rory Brown*
Ms. Rupsi C. Burman
Ms. Elizabeth L. Burns
Ms. Vicki Cabot
Mr. Robert Carlson and Ms. Aileen Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Cooper
Mr. Stone D. Coxhead*
Dr. Quita Cruciger and Dr. Marc Cruciger
Rev. Jean-Jacques D’Aoust, Ph.D.
Ms. Debra Dooley
Shaikh Bashir Ahmad Dultz**
Roger Eaton*
Mr. Clayton Englar*
Ms. Darcy Robinson Farnan
Mr. Jason M. Fox
Ms. Deborah J. Frankel
Mike and Donna Gabehart**
Gallatin Valley Interfaith Association
Mr. Walter Galloway**
Dr. Donald S. Gann*
John and Alice Gates
Ruth W. Gibbs***
Global Giving
Mr. Michael Glynn
Dr. Robert E. L. Gotcher**
Jude Grey
Can Mahmut Guralp and Ece Asiye Guralp*
Ms. Pegi Hamner
Ms. Leah Harrell
Mr. W. Goodwin Hart*
Mr. John Hassey
JoAnn and Will Haymaker**
Ms. Sari Heidenreich
Mr. and Mrs. Kansas Henderson



URI Global Council 

CHAIRPERSON
Kiran Bali, MBE JP, United Kingdom

VICE-CHAIRPERSON
Rattan Kaur Channa, Kenya

TREASURER
Becky Burad, At-Large Trustee, USA

ASSISTANT TREASURER
Ravindra Kandage, Sri Lanka

SECRETARY
Audri Scott Williams, USA

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Bart ten Broek, The Netherlands

PRESIDENT AND  
FOUNDING TRUSTEE
The Right Rev. William E. Swing

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Rev. Victor H. Kazanjian, Jr.

Trustees:
Suchith Abeyewickreme, Sri Lanka
Dr. Ahmed Osama Abu Doma, Egypt
Salette Aquino, Brazil
Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell, USA
Naoufal El Hammoumi, Morocco
Fred Fielding, USA
Elder Don Frew, At-Large Trustee, USA
Rev. Hierodeacon Petar Gramatikov, 
Bulgaria
Marianne Horling, Germany
Professor John Kurakar, India
Hereditary Chief Phil Lane Jr.,  
At-Large Trustee, Canada
Peter Mousaferiadis, Australia
Dr. Kazi Nurul Islam, Bangladesh

The Most Rev. John Baptist Odama, 
Uganda
Sofia Painiqueo, Chile
Rev. David Limo Pajar, Peru
Jaya Priya Reinhalter, USA
Elana Rozenman, Israel
Ros Sam An, Cambodia
Musa Sanguila, The Philippines
Swamini Adityananda Saraswati,  
At-Large Trustee, India
Ameenah Ezzat Yaqoob, Jordan
The Honorable Elisha Buba Yero, Nigeria

URI President’s Council 

CHAIR
John Weiser

PRESIDENT AND  
FOUNDING TRUSTEE
The Right Rev. William E. Swing

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Rev. Victor H. Kazanjian, Jr.

Honorary Chairs:            
Lord Amir Bhatia
William K. Bowes, Jr. *
Arch McClure
Dame Charlotte Mailliard Shultz
The Hon. George P. Shultz

Members:    
Wade M. Aubry, M.D.       
Jonathan Burgstone
Peter Carpenter
Julia L. Davidson
Sarah Freitag
William P. Fuller
Margaret G. Gill

Asma Gull Hasan
William Jamieson
Rupert Johnson, Jr.
Jill H. Kramer
The Hon. Richard Livermore
Bob Lurie
Connie Lurie
George Marcus
Lisa Meaney
The Rev. Richard Morrison
Robert A. Oden, Jr.
Rabbi Stephen Pearce
Sabahat Rafiq
Roselyne Chroman Swig
Chandler Tagliabue
Kat Taylor   

URI Foundation, Board of 
Directors

CHAIR
Rabbi Doug Kahn

SECRETARY
Brigid Wonder

TREASURER
William G. Clements

Kiran Bali, MBE JP
Becky Burad
Sam Chan
J. Robert Coleman, Jr.
The Rev. Victor H. Kazanjian, Jr.
Peter Phleger, Esq., Ex-Officio
Naveed Sherwani
The Right Rev. William E. Swing
John Weiser

URI Executive Staff
The Rev. Victor H. Kazanjian, Jr.,  
Executive Director
The Right Rev. William E. Swing,  
President and Founding Trustee

URI Regional Coordinators
Nivy Balachandran, URI Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific - Pacific Zone
Karen Barensché, URI Southern Africa
Biswadeb Chakraborty,  
URI India, East Zone and Bangladesh
Father James Channan, URI Pakistan
Subhi Dhupar,  
URI India, North Zone and Afghanistan
Mussie Hailu, Regional Director for  
URI Africa and Global Envoy of URI
Sari Heidenreich, URI North America
Frederica Helmiere, URI Multiregion
Emmanuel Ivorgba, URI Western Africa
Abraham Karickam,  
URI India, South Zone and Sri Lanka
Qutub Jehan Kidwai, URI India, West Zone
Mamoun Khreisat,  
URI Middle East and North Africa
Despina Namwembe,  
URI Africa: Great Lakes
Sothearwat Seoung, URI Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific - West Zone
Mahamoud Sougueh,  
URI Africa: The Horn
Karimah Stauch, URI Europe
Enoé Texier,  
URI Latin America and the Caribbean

URI at the United Nations
Monica Willard, URI Representative to the 
United Nations in New York

Mussie Hailu, URI Representative to the 
United Nations in Nairobi and Geneva, 
Global Envoy of URI and Regional 
Director for Africa

URI Global Support Office
Pamela H. Banks,  
Director of Finance and Administration
Biff Barnard, Director of Institutional 
Advancement
Diana Conan, Director of Development
Maria Crespo,  
Director of Cooperation Circle Support
Gaea Denker, Communications Manager
Dom Gelin, Office Manager and 
Adminstrative Associate
Stefan Howard, Director of Operations
Katherine Hreib,  
Environmental Network Coordinator
Deborah Jasso,  
Administrative Assistant to the President
Myra Levy, Senior Accountant
Sally Mahé, Co-Director of Global 
Programs and Organizational Development
Wella Mohibi, Data Manager and Global 
Programs Associate
Isabelle Ortega-Lockwood,  
Director of Global Communications  
and Strategic Planning
Marina Shkurko,  
Development and Finance Assistant
Alice Swett, Co-Director of Global 
Programs and Network Support
Matthew Youde,  
Associate Director of Global Programs for 
Youth Leadership Development

Our Leadership
URI is sincerely grateful to our leaders for their vision, energy and commitment. 

Our Efficiency
Our organizational efficiency shows. We have the highest rating (4 stars) on Charity Navigator.

*deceased
For the year ended December 31, 2016 (unaudited) — copies of the latest audit are available upon request
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What We Believe
PREAMBLE
We, people of diverse religions, spiritual expressions and in-
digenous traditions throughout the world, hereby establish 
the United Religions Initiative to promote enduring, daily 
interfaith cooperation, to end religiously motivated vio-
lence and to create cultures of peace, justice and healing 
for the Earth and all living beings.

We respect the uniqueness of each tradition, and differenc-
es of practice or belief.

We value voices that respect others, and believe that shar-
ing our values and wisdom can lead us to act for the good 
of all.

We believe that our religious, spiritual lives, rather than di-
viding us, guide us to build community and respect for one 
another.

Therefore, as interdependent people rooted in our tradi-
tions, we now unite for the benefit of our Earth community.

We unite to build cultures of 
peace and justice.

We unite to heal and protect the 
Earth.

We unite to build safe places for 
conflict resolution, healing and 
reconciliation.

We unite to support freedom of 
religion and spiritual expression, 
and the rights of all individuals 
and peoples as set forth in inter-
national law.

We unite in responsible coopera-
tive action to bring the wisdom 
and values of our religions, spiri-
tual expressions and indigenous 
traditions to bear on the econom-
ic, environmental, political and social challenges facing our 
Earth community.

We unite to provide a global opportunity for participation 
by all people, especially by those whose voices are not of-
ten heard.

We unite to celebrate the joy of blessings and the light of 
wisdom in both movement and stillness.

We unite to use our combined resources only for nonviolent, 
compassionate action, to awaken to our deepest truths, 
and to manifest love and justice among all life in our Earth 
community.

PRINCIPLES
1. The URI is a bridge-building organization, not a religion.

2. We respect the sacred wisdom of each religion, spiritual 
expression and indigenous tradition.

3. We respect the differences among religions, spiritual 
expressions and indigenous traditions.

4. We encourage our members to deepen their roots in 
their own tradition.

5. We listen and speak with respect to deepen mutual un-
derstanding and trust.

6. We give and receive hospitality.

7. We seek and welcome the gift of diversity and model 
practices that do not discriminate.

8. We practice equitable participation of women and men 
in all aspects of the URI.

9. We practice healing and reconciliation to resolve con-
flict without resorting to violence.

10. We act from sound ecological practices to protect and 
preserve the Earth for both present and future generations.

11. We seek and offer cooperation with other interfaith 
efforts.

12. We welcome as members all individuals, organizations 
and associations who subscribe to the Preamble, Purpose 
and Principles.

13. We have the authority to make decisions at the most 
local level that includes all the relevant and affected par-
ties.

14. We have the right to organize in any manner, at any 
scale, in any area, and around any issue or activity which 
is relevant to and consistent with the Preamble, Purpose 
and Principles.

15. Our deliberations and decisions shall be made at every 
level by bodies and methods that fairly represent the diver-
sity of affected interests and are not dominated by any.

16. We (each part of the URI) shall relin-
quish only such autonomy and resources as 
are essential to the pursuit of the Preamble, 
Purpose and Principles.

17. We have the responsibility to develop 
financial and other resources to meet the 
needs of our part, and to share financial and 
other resources to help meet the needs of 
other parts.

18. We maintain the highest standards of 
integrity and ethical conduct, prudent use of 
resources, and fair and accurate disclosure 
of information.

19. We are committed to organizational 
learning and adaptation.

20. We honor the richness and diversity 
of all languages and the right and responsibility of par-
ticipants to translate and interpret the Charter, Articles, 
Bylaws and related documents in accordance with the Pre-
amble, Purpose and Principles, and the spirit of the United 
Religions Initiative.

21. Members of the URI shall not be coerced to participate 
in any ritual or be proselytized.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the United Religions Initiative is to 
promote enduring, daily interfaith cooperation, to 
end religiously motivated violence and to create 
cultures of peace, justice and healing for the Earth 
and all living beings.

Now More Than Ever
Your investment in URI elevates hope, and impacts communities 
around the world. Every contribution matters. Goals for 2017 and 
2018 have been set, and we can reach them with your help: 

Ways to Contribute
Monthly Giving Circle
Increase your donation and contribute it in installments.

Multi-Year Giving
Pledge your annual contribution for several years.

Connect to Foundations
Help us connect with likeminded foundation giving opportunities.

Matching Gift
Include your employer’s matching gift program with your contribution.

Legacy Circle Giving
Consider including URI in your estate plans and inform us about it.

Endowment 
Contact us with an interest in supporting URI with a significant gift.

Host an Event 
Introduce friends and colleagues to help us raise awareness. 

Become an Influencer
Spread the word through social media, your friends and colleagues. 

$3,473,999 
$3,701,498

$4,071,648
FY 2016

FY 2017

FY 2018

The URI Charter

You can be the catalyst in enabling URI to further its organizational growth to 
respond to peacebuilding needs around world.

Increase revenue by 10% each year.

Expand donor partner support both nationally and globally.



Join the Conversation!

P.O. Box 29242, San Francisco, CA 94129 USA
+1 415-561-2300     info@uri.org     www.uri.org

URI is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization which relies on individual contributions to further its global efforts.

facebook.com/unitedreligionsinitiative twitter.com/uriglobal youtube.com/uriglobal instagram.com/uriglobal
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