






Performing songs of peace and driving discussions

On February 1st, URI South East Asia and the Pacifi c (SEA-Pac) joined in the Love and Peace Celebrations held at the Fo 
Guang Shan Mabuhay Buddhist Temple in Manila, Philippines for interfaith prayers and songs. The guest of honor for the event 
was Former First Lady Imelda Marcos, and was attended by more than 100 people. 

On February 7th, the SEA-Pac Regional Offi ce, in cooperation with De La Salle University, hosted an enthusiastic focus group 
discussion with 15 student leaders under the theme “Interfaith Tomorrow from the Lens of the Youth Today.”

Mindanao Peace Garden CC held interfaith lectures and prayers with more than 175 participants of various faiths, focusing on 
the theme “In Search of Truth for Unity and Harmony in Service to God.”

URI Southeast Asia & the Pacifi c

URI Asia Coordinator Jinwol Lee went to Seoul, where 
URI Korea MCC leaders gathered to commemorate World 
Interfaith Harmony Week with interfaith prayers and lunch. 

Karickam International Public School, a CC in Kerala, India, 
held an interfaith prayer ceremony with nearly 500 students, 
holding painting and elocution contests under the theme “The 
Impact of World Interfaith Harmony Week for Peace.”

In URI Pakistan, Women and Kids’ Education (WAKE) CC 
held Muslim and Christian prayers and, later, children recited 
prayers, peace songs, and poems. BETHAK-Pakistan CC in 
Khanewal celebrated with “Peace Cultural Festival.”

URI Asia

URI Europe and URI Poland helped organize the interfaith workshop “Building & Maintaining Peace, Prosperity, and Personal 
Wellbeing in Poland” bringing hundreds of participants to Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski University. In Austria, Lienz/Austria 
celebrated with more than 300 students for an intercultural breakfast, book fair of Holy Scriptures, and prayer service.

Engaging students in peacebuilding workshops and intercultural prayers 

URI Europe 



URI Middle East and North Africa (MENA) organized “Yoga for Peace and Harmony” along the Jordan River at the Baptism 
Site of Jesus Christ, one of the holiest spots in Jordan for many Abrahamic Religions’ followers.  Also in Jordan, Gathering for 
Happiness CC hiked around the city collecting funds to buy blankets for Syrian families in Jordan. Al Badiya for Intercultural 
Dialogue CC, also in Amman, held a one-day workshop on volunteer work and interculturalism for students aged 5-18, 
emphasizing the role and impact of voluntary work, as well as intercultural cooperation, in building communities.

Also in the MENA region, Iraq’s Ur for Interfaith Dialogue & Peacemaking, one of URI’s newest CCs, organized the lecture 
“Rights of Minorities Under Islamic Rule” in collaboration with the College of Applied Sciences at the University of Karbala. 
They began the event by reading scriptures of holy books from diverse religious traditions such as Ginza Rabba, Old Testament, 
New Testament, and the Qur’an.

URI Middle East & North Africa 
Reaching out to Syrians and gathering for dialogue, peace workshops and yoga

Faiths Together Uganda CC organized a blood drive, 
provided HIV testing, painted local buildings, and enjoyed 
traditional dances from the West Nile, Congo, and Uganda. 
The event was held at Goma Health Center III, where 
participants also prayed for the sick.

World Interfaith Harmony Week was also celebrated by URI 
Africa and the Sikh Women Society Kenya on February 3rd 
at the East African Ramgarhia Sikh Temple Pangani. Among 
the participants were: Sikh Women Society Kenya, Damietta 
Peace Initiative, Respect Foundation, Brahma Kumaris, 
Theosophical Society, and local members of the media. 
Attendees discussed the challenges faced by women at home 
and at the workplace, with an emphasis on the increase in 
rape cases and domestic violence. 

URI Africa 

Global Indigenous Initiative Coordinator Audri Scott 
Williams launched an online radio show, “Indigenous 
Voices.” It is set to engage in discussions with indigenous 
activists and artists, and featured Victor Kazanjian, URI 
Executive Director, for its fi rst broadcast.

URI Multiregion
Supporting unheard voices on the air 

More than 400 people of 14 different faiths attended an 
interfaith celebration held at The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints in Syracuse, New York, in an event 
sponsored by Interfaith Works of Central New York and 
Women Transcending Boundaries CC.  With the Golden 
Rule as a theme, traditional songs were performed live and 
prayers from various faiths including Zen Buddhism and 
Goddess Faith/Wicca were held.

URI North America 




