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which take place in the Peace Center of
the Dominican in Lahore to promote
" dialogue among religions, especially
. Christians and Muslims.

All speakers emphasized the imperative
role of the Christians in Asia through
different apostolates of justice and peace,
interfaith harmony, catechism, teaching,
preaching and medical care of the sick

and especially those who need special
care, as well as poor and needy. The role
of quality education given in the church
run schools, colleges and universities
was highlighted. This conference met
with a great success and it was a great
expression of Church in communion in
the Asia-Pacific context.

Chief organizers of this international |

conference were; Rev. Fr. Jannel N“ o

Abogado OP, Rev. Fr. Florentino A.
Bolo, JR OP, Rev. Fr. Rodel E. Aligan OP
and Revb. Fr. Herminio V. Dagohoy OP.
All high officials from the University of
Santo Tomas, Manila.

Dr. R. K Janmeja Sing from the United States gives lecture at Peace Center Lahore by the URI Pakistan

Peace Building through Interfaith Dialogue

Fr James' Channan OP thanked the Honourable speaker and presented him a souvenir.

onourable Dr. R. K Jan meja Sing,

from U.S was invited at Peace
Center Lahore by the URI Pakistan and
Peace Center to shared his views on
interfaith harmony and peace and
sharing of his life journey of success in
USA, on January 17, 2018. Fr. James
Channan OP hosted and invited
respected guests who are very active in
peace building and interfaith dialogue.
Dominican friars; Fr. Shakeel Michael
OP, Fr. Marcus Daniel OP, staff members
of URI and Peace Center, Fr. Nadeem
Francis OFM Cap, Kazy Javed, Allama
Zubair Abid, Chairman Peace and
Harmony Network Pakistan, Dr.
Munawar Chand Chairman Krishna
Mandar and Hindu community , Prof.
Zaman Nazi, Advocate High Court, Ms.
Shabnam Nagi, Rev. Dr. Marqus Fida,
Dr. Sadia Omer and Mufti Ashiq Hussain
were in this session. Janmeja Sing shared
his experiences while living in USA and
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visiting different parts of the world. He
said, “ When I first settled in USA, I
faced difficulties because of my
appearance being a Sikh but as time

passed I managed to cope with the
situation and I found people accepting
me more and more. I am enjoying the
freedom of thought, religions and
expression over there. [ have a passion
for interreligious dialogue and I will
keep on doing that. Such as passion has

also brought me to Pakistan and I am
thoroughly enjoying my visit while
meeting many friends, including Fr
James Channan OP and Javed Akhtar. Fr.
Marqus Daniel appreciated the whole
talk. There was a very interesting
questions and answers session in which
all enthusiastically participated. URI
Regional Coordinator thanked the
honourable speaker and presented him a
souvenir.

O n March 8th 2018, there was a
program arranged with the Women
of victim families in Quetta where two
suicide bombers struck a church in Quetta
on Sunday 17th December where
worshippers were attending service ahead
of Christmas. At least nine members of the
Christian community were killed and 57
others wounded.

Pastor Samar Pervez from New Yerusalem
Church and Mr. Faran from Pakistan
Children Ministry arranged this program at
New Yerusalem Church Essa Nigari
Quetta. 46 women and men were present in
this program.

At 7:00 pm the Program was started with
the prayer of Elder Desraj.The BIST
Bishop Jhon Joseph Shaheed Trust invited
Sabina Rifat coordinator URI Women Wing
for solidarity with the victims, especially on
the great day of International women day
on 8th March to share the message of URI

To Share the Message of URI
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PC Johnson Michael introduced BJST the
team and their work in Pakistan. He said we
came here for condolence with the martyr
families. And to help the patients. This was
very sad incident. our heart is crying and we
are praying for all the families those who
lost their loved ones and those who are still
suffering and having medical treatment.
Then PC Johnson Michael introduced

~———

omen da W|th women of V|ct im Families of Quetta Church Attack

Sabina Rifat that how she is serving and
giving awareness to the women for their
rights. She gives trauma counseling
training sessions also to the women who
suffer violence, be it religious or domestic.
Sabina Rifat shared the struggle of women
for their rights. She shared local women
testimonies like Be-Nazir Bhutto, Malala
Yousaf Zai, Dr. Ruth Pfau and many other
Pakistani women. She also asked women to
share their problems in daily life, especially
in Quetta. Sabina Rifat encouraged the
women.

After the program Sabina Rifat met many
women individually, listened and talk to
them about their families. Tea and snacks
were served to the participantss




he Doha International Center for

Interfaith Dialogue (DICID) and
Foreign Ministry of Qatar organized
two days international conference in
Doha on 20 and 21 February, 2018. The
theme of the conference was “Religions
and Human Rights” The two days
conference was attended by 500
participants from 70 countries. .They
discussed three main themes: the vision
and concepts of human rights, the
position and religions on violation of
human rights and human rights issues
between Divine Laws and international
conventions. From the Government of
Qatar, Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs, His Excellency, Sultan bin Saad
al Muraikhi said, “Despite the growing
international interest it is regrettable
that there are gross violations now more
than ever before.” Abdelfateh Mourou,
First Deputy Speaker of Tunisian

e

Par
liament said religions
should not be used as a mean to violate

rights and destroy human values that are
cherished by divine religions. All the
participants noted that human rights
have become a global issue of concern
for the international community,
necessitating united efforts to protect
them without discrimination of color,
religion or race. This conference was for
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13th Doha Interfalth Dialogue Conference

Rellglons and Human nghts

Fr James Channan OP, was invited to represent Pakistan.
it will surely bring a Iot of p05|t|ve changes in the world

the followers of three
monotheistic religions;
Judaism, Christianity and
[slam. There were over 50
ambassador and other
diplomats who
participated in this
international conference.
There were several
. plenary sessions on
various themes related to
religions and human rights
in which Jewish, Christian
and Muslim scholars addressed from all
over the world. Fr James Channan OP,
Director Peace Center and URI
Regional coordinator, Pakistan was
invited to represent Pakistan. This
conference met with a great success and
it will surely bring a lot of positive
changes in the world in promoting
interfaith harmony and peace.

International Conference at the University of Santo Tomas in Manila, Philippines

Church in Communion: Theology and Expressions

Fr James Channan OP, shared how so many Muslims are also involved in promoting interfaith harmony and peace.

he University of Santo Tomas

organized international

conference on the theme of
“Church in Communion: Theology and
Expressions” from 26 February to 2
March, 2018. Several international
guests and speakers were invited from
Myanmar, South Korea, Macau,
Indonesia, Thailand, Pakistan and Italy.
There were 40 participants including
Most Rev. Charles Maung Cardinal Bo
from Myanmar, Bishop , Joseph Chusak
Sirisut from Thailand, Archbishop.
Agustinus Agus from Indonesia, Fr
James Channan OP from Pakistan, Fr
John Jungyang from South Koea, Fr
Edmund Eh Kim Chew OP from Macau,
Fr. Gerard Francisco P. Timoner, III, OP
from Italy. The participants includes
priests, bishops, archbishops, professors,
religious sisters staff member of the
University of Santo Tomas and several

members for different orgamzatlons and
NGOs.

It was wonderful experience of learning
about the situation of Church, their
strengths and challenges in different
countries. At the same time it was
wonderful to learn that how Church is
united in difference countries and it was
a wonder manifestation of the Church —
body of Christ. Fr James Channan OP,
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shared about the situation of Christians in
Pakistan and in spite of difficulties how
Christians are very firm in their faith and
giving the witness of Christ through their
daily living. The grave need of
interreligious dialogue and peace were
also shared by him and how so many
Muslims are also involved in promoting
interfaith harmony and peace. He
elaborated the activities and.,programs
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elebration of World Interfaith
C Harmony Week, 2018 took place

at Peace Center, Pak Arab
Housing Society on January 15, 2018.
Chief Guest was Very Rev. Fr Fabrizio
Meroni from the Vatican. Fr. Fabrizio
Meroni is the Director, International
Center for Formation and Mission, the
Vatican (CIAM) and Secretary General,
Pontifical Missionary Union,
International Center for interfaith
harmony from Vatican, Rome. Sr. Sabina
Rifat Coordinator of URI Women Wing
Pakistan, welcomed all the honorable
guests especially Fr. Fabrizio Meroni.
Allama Zubair Abid congratulated Fr.
James Channan for the celebration of
World Interfaith Harmony Week and
sharing of Pakistan’s situation with
honorable Fr. Fabrizio. Allama said I
personally admit that you came from a
very sacred place as I have also
experienced while meeting His
Excellency Pope Benedict XVI. That
was the extraordinary experience of
meeting with His Holiness which [

World Interfaith Harmony Week Celebration
with Fr Fabrizio Merom form the Vatican

cannot explain enough in words. I
treasure those holy moment in Rome.
Here in Pakistan we have Peace Center
which is the project of the Dominicans
when we gather here we feel the same
experience. | always appreciate the urge
and courage of Fr. James Channan. Fr.
Pascal Paulus OP said I am happy to
share that Dominicans family is doing
great for the promotion of peace and
harmony in the whole world. Fr. Fibrizio
said, I came here not to teach but for
listening you all for building peace

relations. It really opens the doors of
acceptance which harmonies the people.
Dialogues are purifying us, peace
discussions and building bonds between
majority and minority. The religious
leaders and others who participated in
this celebration were Rev. Dr. Marqus
Fida, Maulana Zubair Abid, Fr. Pascal
Paulus OP, Fr. Waseem Walter, Professor
Zaman Nazi, Fr. Marqus Daniel OP, Fr.
Roccus OP, Fr. Shakeel Michael OP,
Sohail Ahmad Razaand SrSabina Rifat.

Dr Fr James Channan, congratulated all the young participants and said they have
an imperative role to play for peace and harmony while remaining very firm in their faiths

TOLERANGE, BELIEVE IN 1]

Inter-religious Youth Training was orgamzed by Youth Tralner of URI Miss Asmara Daud

nter-religious Youth Training was
I organized by Youth Trainer of URI
Miss Asmara Daud on 19th March, 2018
at Peace Center, Lahore. This one day
training presented an extreme venture
and learning journey for all participants
and positive interaction between youth of
different beliefs such as Muslims,
Christians and Sikhs. The theme of the
training was ‘“Tolerance, Believe in it.”
The training proceedings included
various developmental sessions,
discussions and team-building activities
that enhance and refine thematic

knowledge and to harmonize the

conflicts among religions. Mr. Asher
Nazir, Executive Secretary URI, gave a
short introduction of URI and shared
about their work in Pakistan. Sr. Sabina
Riffat, Coordinator URI Women Wing
Pakistan, gave a brief introduction of
their work in URIL.

Miss Asmara Daud started her training
session on “Tolerance: Believe in it”
through a well prepared presentation and
covered the topics included tolerance,
respect and love for humanity, promoting
peace and soft images of all religions,

living and working with people of
different religions, constitution of
Pakistan, major faiths in the world, the
Golden Rule and Religions & Human
Rights. Dr Fr James Channan, URI
Regional Coordinator Pakistan,
congratulated all the young participants
and said they have an imperative role to
play for peace and harmony while
remaining very firm in their faiths. We
need to respect the religions of all their
pracitces. We must Iso rest the difference
among us. Let us cultivate peace and
justice by engaging people to bridge
religious and cultural differences and
work together for the good of their
communities. He also highly
appreciated the joint team of the URI
Regional Staff members and especially
Asmara to arrange and lead in this youth
training. Ms. Asmara concluded this
inter religious youth training by saying *
We are all different and need to learn to
respect other’s differences. Our

differences don’t make us better or
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