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For unskilled and iliterate girls and women belonged to the poorest families
Empowering Women through Skills by URI Women Wing Pakistan

Training program with Peace Center and Working Women Development Foundation at Peace Center Lahore

it

LRI Waonren Wing Pakistan organizeda
training program with the theme of
empowering  women  through  skills
with the partnership of UR] Pakistan,
Peace Center Lahore and Working
Women Development Foundation on
25" September, 2018 al Peace Center
Lahore. It was Natienal training
program  for unskilled and illierate
girls and women who belonged to the
poorest families for daily food they
have to work with their family members
at brick factories, Nelds and houses of
rich peaple.

Mr. Asher MNazir Exceutive Secrerary
LRI Pakistan welcomed all participants
and sharcd that today in this traming
many girls and women came from
different cities of Pakistan. 86 girls and
winmen came from different fiths and
communities, They were getting skills
from different beauty  parfors and
sewing centers, This training program
was presided over by Fr. James
Channan OF Regional Coordinator of
UR] Pakistan and Director Peace
Center. Asher Mazir warmly welcomed
Fr. Jumes Channnan OF in this program
because he came back to Pakistan from
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Evrope for this program. Mr, Ighal Sani
Program Manager of Working Women

Develepment Foundation gave brief

introduction of honorable goest,
speakers and with it he shared some
important activities of Working Women
Development Foundation.

Sr, Sabina Rifal, Coordinalor Women
Wing URI Pakistan, shared the
abjective of the training, she said that |
am working with marginalized women
and mrls from different religions in
Pakistan, My strong believe s that
together woman can change cverything
through ther talent and skills. The word
‘empower’ denotes that 1 15 not an
internal phenomenon rather the
external factors have to endow one with
the specilic power. Empowerment, in
other words, is "the result of the process
which enables an individual to know
about herself, what she wants, express
it, try to get it and fulfill their needs,
enhance confidence, awarcness,
mobility, choices, control over
resources and decision making power.”

I:m-pn'l.l'l:i‘l'.llg Women T1

e

FrJames Channan OF in his speech said
that today [ am very happy that all these
girls and women are getting different
skills. URI Women Wing Pakistan is
working with uneducated and unskilled
girls and women and making them
empowered through skills, Sr.5ahing
Rifat 15 uniting the women and giving
awarcness about their rights that how
they can play a positive rofe in the
society, There are seven Components
regarcding the empowerment of women:
swareness of their mghts; improved
standards of living, equal ownership of
prodluctive resources, better  health
care for herself and her children, higher
literacy level and education, increased
partnership 1n economic and
commercial sectors, and achievement
ofzselfreliance, sellconfdence and self
respect.

Fr. James distributed diplomas to those
girls whe completed stitching course
with Sr. Sabina. Mr Asher Nazir
thanked toall participants.




Movements of goodwill and cross-cultural respect that are embodied in the spirit of the interfaith movement.

The Promise of Inclusion, the Power of Love

Parliament of the World's Religions was being ho

The Parliament of the World's Religions
was being hosted by the city of Toronto
from November 1% to November 7',
2018 at The Meteo Toronto Convention
Centre (MTCC) located at 222 Bremner
Blvd, Toront, ON M3V 319, Canada,
The theme of the Parliament was drvam
from movements of goodwill and cross-
cultural respect that are embodied in the
spirit of the interfaith movement,

The Promise of Inclusion, the Power of
Love: Pursuing Global Understanding,
Reconciliation, and Change.

The 7" Parliament of the World's
Religions  leatured more  than S0
programs and ¢vents across six major
tracks:

I. The Women's Track; The [ignity of
Women across the World's Wisdom
Traditions

2, Countering War, Hate & Violence
Track: Peace and Love: Not War, Hate
& Violence

3. Climate Action Track: Care for Our
Earth, Responsibility for Our Future

4, The Indigenous Peoples' Track: The
Spiritual  Evolution of Humanity &
Healing Our Mother Earth

5. The MNext Generations Track:
Imterfaith Has Mo Age, Youth Viices for
Change

6, Justice: Advancing Conerete Change
toward a Just, Peaceful, and Sustainable
World

Almost 10,000 persons of different faith
and conscience from 80 nations and
more than 200 unique spiritual
hackgrounds attended the conference.
Parliament presenters included
students, clergy, interfaith  leaders,
scholars, Mobel Laureates, city mayors,
spiritual luminarics, hest-selling
authors, globally-recognized
entertainers, thought leaders, state
actors, and more

URI featured prommently in programs
and workshops at the 2018 Parliament
of the World's Religions (PoWR), the
largest global interfaith  gathering,
which teok place November | - 7, 2018
in Toronie, ON, The Tth PoWR s seven-
day convening brought thovsands of
persons together of different religious,
sparitual and cthical backgrounds from
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around the world to explere its theme.
A heavy schedule of events featured
1600 presenters in 9004+ programs,
workshops, exhibitions, and dialogues
that highlighted expert analvsis,
spintual wisdom, advocacy training
and culfural fair. URT members were
featured in a large number of thesc
progranms.

That spanned expert panels, discussion
groups, an information booth, a
hospitality space, and even several
musical performances - URIL
Cooperation Circle leader and music
legend Pato Banton performed live an
unveiling of "Allin This Together," .
De. Abraham Karickam, the URI
Fegional Coordinater  for southemn
India, recorded a jourmal of
observations from his experiences
the Parliament.

URI Founder and President The Rt
Reov, William E. Swing, URI Excoutive
Director The Rev. Victor H, Kazanjian,
Jr.and URD Global Council Chair

sted by the city of Toronto

Kiran Bali, MBE, IP shared keynote
addresses, discussion groups, panels,
and presentations at the 2018
Parlizment.

Sr. Sabina Rifat from Pakistan
participated mn this great cvent as many
of the URI members did not get visa It
wils an nspiring experience for her and
a blessed event too as she met the UR]
global staff members there and many
other renewned and impressing people
from around the globe.

She was scheduled as such:

Sabina Rifat, Nov 2, 6pm, Room 703,
Pursuing Global Understanding, Now 5,
2: 1 5pm to 3:4 5pm, Room 106

Interfarth Peacemaking in South Asia:
Diverse Perspectives

She shared about URL activities,
challenges and efforts in Pakistan and
sppreciated  global understanding. She
also gave a panel discussion about the
Perspectives. She talked about the status
of minorities, challenges, good aspects
and difficalt situations faced by them.
She highlighted the positive  role of]
URI Pakistan leadership due to which a
greal mmpact s made i tough tmes
voree 18 being rased and it stands with
the people when needed. URT s playing
a great and positive role in butlding
bridges among the believers of different
religions, especially among Muslims
who form 96 %, Christians 1.8%% and
Hindus forming about 2 % of the
population of 220 million in Pakistan,
URI is working at different levels and
has formed CCs of youth, women,
children, teachers, lawyers, journalists,
human rights activists and promoters of
human rights. At present there are 62
CCsin Pakistan,




Remarkable services for building peace and understanding of interfaith dialogues

Memorial Service of Late Cardinal Jean-Louise Tauran

National Commission for Inter-religious Dialogues & Ecumenism along with
‘Universal religion’s unity organized memorial service at Camﬂral Church

National Commission for Inter-
religious Dialogue & Ecumensm along
with Universal Religion’s unity
organized memorial service for laic
Presidest of Pontifical Council for
Inter-religious Dialogues, Vatican, His
Eminence Cardinal Jean-Louise Tavran
omAugust 10, 20018 0400 pm to 6 pim at
Cathedral Church, Lahore. Many
imerfaith religious leaders came to
appreciate the great efforts inserted by
His Eminence. His grace Archbishop
Sebastian Shaw presided the program.
Fr. Francis Nadeem OFM Cap, Fr. Dr,
James Channan OF, Maulana
Muharmmad Asim Makhdom, Fr. Inayat
Bernard, Fr. Nagash Azeem, Fr,
Magsood Nazir, Rev, Shahid Miraj, Fr.
Jamsheid Albert, Qari Khalid
Mehmood, Fr. Henry Paul, Sr. Sabina
Rifat, Faisal Ilvaz and many
organizational representatives  were
present there. They shared their
personal  feelings and  experiences

while working with His Emincnce
Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran during his
remuarkable services for building peace
and understanding of interfaith
diglogues. Fr. Dr. James Channan OP
said that His Eminence Cardingl Jean-
Louis Tauran plaved avital role to bring
people closer who belong to different

backgrounds; he was the backbone of

the Vatican for building peace. He was
diplemat, peace builder, interfaith
diglogues promaoter, peace ambassador

and great man with great values. His
Excellency Archbishop Sebastian
Shaw said we all are equal and should
equally treat as Jesus gave His teaching
for the whole world. His Eminence
always welcomed hurdles while
working on religious affairs worldwide
He never give up, even his discase did
not stop him to work. All guests
sppreciated the work of His Eminence
in differem ways.

Rev. Fr. James Channan OF Regional
Coordinator URI Pokistan and Miss
Asmiara Daud, Youth Trainer URL
Pakistan were invited by the
arganization Christian’s True Spirit on
3% day for training scssions on the
topic of Leadership for Individuals ;
Achieving Viston - Commuitment and
Persistence at Ambassadors Hotel,
Labore on T8 August, 2018, Fr James
Channan opened his session with
appreciation of all young  leaders
present there and said that all of you
have leadership gqualities and vouw can
achieve whatever you want 1o, He
showed a video of De Abdul Kalam, a
renowned Indian  scientist, whao
served as the 117 President of India
from 2002 to 2007, who told about the
qualitics of & good leader. Fr James
Channan told about twe great
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international leaders; Pope John Paul
Il and Melson Mandela and shared
their great contributions for world,
Miss Asmiara Daud started her session
on Leadership Skills. She explained
the concept of a leader and leadership,
difference between boss and leader,

qualitics of a good leader, She asked if

leader is born or made and how a
person can enhance hisher leadership
skills. She explained the entire concept

by wusing dilferent activities and
pames, Miss Katherine Sapna invited

Fr. James Channan to  distribute
Certificates  ameng Christian  and
Muslim graduated participants and
after that she expressed  her sincere
gratitude and thanked Fr. James
Channan and Miss Asmara Daud by
presenting them flowers and cups. All
the participants enjoved the hi-tea at
the end of session.
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Interfaith Christmas Celebr.

ation 2018

Dr. Badar/Munir\wasthe (Chief/Guest, -Er-.s!?as_cal-F.’a_ulus_:mF'!pre_s|de_qina.r_e_r

Many mterfaith and peace promaters
from different religions were invited by
URI-Pakistan and Peace Center 1o
celebrate Christmas-2018 at Peace
Center. Dr. Badar Munir was the Chief
Cinest, Fr. Pascal Paulus OP Presided
over  the program Fr. Dr James
Channan OF hosted the Christmas
Program. All honorable guests shared
thear remarks and paid their best wishes
to Christian Community.

birs, Weelam Misan, Mr, Asher Nazir,
Mr. Faisal liyas, Mrs, Shamim Fayyaz,
Dominican Brothers and Pak Arah

LIRI Women Wing Pakistan organired
Christrans - celebration with Women at
Peace Center Lahore, Pakistan, with the
prayers of Christian and Muslims
program  began. MrAsher Nazir
Executive Secretary URI Pakistan
warmly welcomed women and girls and
shared that today URE Women Wing
Pakistan 15 organizing this celebraton
for the women who are working  with
URIL in different places specially in
remote arcas. Sr.Sabina Rifat
Coordinator URD Women Wing Pakistan
is  working for empowering these
women through skills and education. In
this Christmas celebration 34 women
and girls were presest with CC
Coordinators from different Cooperation
Circles as WAKE CC, COPE Pakistan
CC, Bright Future CC, Helping Hands
CC, TTI CC, Paras Welfare Foundation
CC. Ms Asifa Sheikh President Amman
Pukar Organization, Ms Maryam Vice
Presidner Working Women
Development  Organization, Mr Asher
Mazir , Ms.Shamim, Ms. Asmara Youth
Traaner URL and Mr. Faisal Executive

(2018 peienid B il

Community presented Christmas Play
to give A message of Christmas that
Jesus Christ came in the world to give a
message of love and peace, Everybody
gitting in the hall appreciated the
performance. Fr. James Channan  sad
“| participated in the World Tolerance
Summit-2018, where URL was  the
partner and | lead the delegation from
Pakistan. UAE is iniliating to give o
message of TOLERAMCE hecause
when we accept and tolerate people who
are not like minded we actually step
ferward to build peace. Talse had an

apportunity to meet His Holiness Pope
Francis in the palace of Vatican. He
showed great interest for Pakistan and
appreciated leaders who are working for
promotion of inter faith dialogue,” He
also thanked the honorable  guests,
Christmas Play performers, Dominican
brothers for their Christmas  Songs,
LURI-Pakistan, Peace Center and
supporting staff, who made possible w
have u great celebration of this blessed
Christmaz . Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year-2019.

e
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Secretary Peace l'.‘cntcn were guests of
honor, This program was  presided over
by Fr. James Channan OF Regional
Coordinator URI Pakistan. Sr. Sabina
Rifat Coordindtor URI Women Wing
Pakistan was the host, She said that today
URT women are celebrating Chrnistmas
with different faiths, we promise that
with our, families and friends we willbe a
symbol of Love, Peace, Jov and hope.
This was depicted in the speeches of
women and poelry recitalion (o express
their love for humanity. The hall was
adorned with a Christmas tree . The choir
sang carols.

Mr. Peter Coordinator Bright Future CC
is a good singer, he  sang & Christmas
song with Mr. Jobin. In bes sharing he said
that Bright Future CC s working with

**i"--"%éma

wouth, an:l hc wants to amimnm a lot
S Sabina Rifat for her great and
wonderful working with his CC and URT
women youth and children,

Ms. Asifa Sheikh President Amman
Pukar said my organization Amman
Pukaris working with LIRT Pakistan and |
am happy that we are part of URI and
promofing peace and mterfiath harmony
in Pakistan,

Ms.Mayram a Mushim: young lady vice
president Working Development
Foundation said that we love one
another because evervone understands
the language of love.

Fr. James Channan OF said that “The
festival of Christmas convevs the
message of love, Peace, Joy and Hope for
the Waorld”, Mr, Asher Nazir Executive
Secretary URI Pakistan said, for this
successful program 1 want to
congratulate Sr.5abina Rifat and  her
team, He appreciated the working of LRI
Women Wing Pakistan that through lher
wiorking on giving skills and education 1o
werrmen and girls, life has been changed.




The themecelebrates the 70th anniversary @f'the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

International Day of Peace Celebration By URI Women Wing Pakistan
Programiwasiorganized and attended by the URI'WOMEN WING PAKISTAN, WAKE €C, BRIGHT
FUTWRECC .TTICC, Helping Hands CC AND WOMEN GROUP FROM PAK ARAB LAHORE

Each wear the Internattonal Day of
Peace 15 observed around the world on
21" September. The General Assembly
has declared this as a day devored to
strengthening the ideals of peace, both
within gnd among sl nations  and
peoples. [nternational Day of Peace
was celebrated on 217 September 2008
at 5 pmin Pak Acab housing scheme
Lahore at the residence of Dr Tahira a
gynecolegist, A group of 30 women
from different walks of life attended the
program. Sceme pastors, youth
members and  gentlemen  were - also
present. Program was organized and
attended by the URDT WOMEN WING
PAKISTAN, WAKE OO, BRRIGHT
FUTURE CC TT1 CC, Helping Hands
CC AND WOMEN GROUP FROM
PAK ARAB LAHORE. Prayvers were
offered for the world peace by different
individuals. Dr Tahira welcomed all
warmly and wished universal peace 1o
everyone. Mrs Shamim gave an
introduetion to the program 1r:ilmg 7 thit

women get together every month to pray
for all and share talks about how to
become women of faith, spirit and
builders of peace and interfaith
harmony,

Pastor Dr Asher gave a very effective
talk about the role of different women in
history and in the Bible. That how
women played a vital role among the
society and brought major changes. Ms,
Sumera and Peter Malachi from Hright
Future CC offered a peace prayer

Sr Sabina gave an introduction of the
LIR1 and LRI Women Wing Pakistan,
She also introduced the International
Dy of Peace and its theme for 2018
“The Right to Peace - The Umversal
[eclaration of Human Rights st 707,
She pave a detailed talk about “the right
fo peace o all and the meamng of
Limiversal Declaration of Human Rights
at T as il celebrate its 70" anniversary.
The theme celebrates the 707
agnniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,

The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights 15 a mulestone document in the
history of human rights,

The message of N Sceretary-General
Antonio Guterres was also shared with
the group

“It 15 time all mations and all people hive
up to the words of the Universal
Declaronon of Human Rights, whach
recognizes the inherent dignity and
cqual and inalicrable rights of all
members of the human race. This year
marks the 70 anniversary of that
landmark document.”

S Sabina thanked Dr.Tahirg and Mrs
Shamim for hosting this program, She
alsa thanked the Waomen Initiative and
global office for their kelp and support.
All participants prayed together saving:
[t us celebrate the peace with all on
Earth.

MAY PEACE PREVAILON EARTH!!
A festive meal was shared together

M-.:urr: than IIEI,U'LH! visitors, 121} I’m}u:t
Leaders, 63 Heads of States and
Government, Guests, International
Media as well as 10 international
arganizations” leaders convened for
three days from 11-13 November,
20108 at La Grande Halle de La Villetie
for the first edition of the Paris Peace
Forum to exchange and discuss
conerere global governance selutions,
Mr. Faizal llyas Executive Secretary
Peace Center Lahore was selected and
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invited as a Project Leader for the
project "Peace Education for Inter and
Intra faith Youth in Pakistan™. He gave
an idea that interfaith understanding,

co-existence, accc]}tﬂm:'.,. mlcrance.
respect and mutual cooperation are the
dire need of the hour. The vouth, being
the present and future of our society,
necds o understand the importance of
living together as one nalion,
irrespective of the ethme and cultural
or gender differences. Peace
Education should be the compulsory
part of our studies from primary to
higher studies throughout Pakistan.




Mautana Syed Muhammad Abdul Khabir Azad was the Chief Guest Presided by Dr. Fr.

James Channan OP

“The Right to Peace - The Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 70”

United Religions Initiative, Peace Center Lahore, Working Women Development Foundation, Life Alliance,

AAS,Pakistan;and,Global,Healing

United Religions Initiative (URI
Pakistan), Peace Center Lahore, Working
Women Development Foundation, Life
Allance, AAS Pakistan and Global
Healing Initiative Pakistan jointly
organized [nternational Day of Peace 2018
with the theme of “The Right o Peace -
The Umversal Declaration of Human
Rights at 70"cn 28" Sep | at Peace Center
Lahore, Honorable guests o join hands for
spreading the message of togetherness.
Religious leaders from various religions
and sects came together for the promwetion
of peace, dignity, love and interfaith
harmony. There were Hafiz Noman
Hamud, Fr. Shahrad OF, Igbal Sani, Ejaz
Chaudhey  (PTIL), Hector Nihal, Ms.
Shakecla Tanveer, Sohail Abhmad Raza,
Tehmina Rana, Mr. Tanveer and D
Munawwar Chand, Maulany Syed
Muhammad Abdual Khabir Azad Grand
Imam of Badshahi Masjid Lahore was the
Chief Guest of the program. The
celebrations of Peace Day were presided by
Fr. D, James Chanoan OF, Sr, Sabing Rifat,
Ms. Neclam Ansari Program Manager,
Asher Mazir, Ms.Asmara Dand and Faisal
llyas Executive Scerctary Peace Center
Lahore hosted the program.

It started with Interfaith Prayers, Asher
MNazir weloomed all the guests, He told that
people friom all religions are present here 1o
celebrate International Day of Peace. He
also mentioned the names of all CC
Coordinators  whe perticipated in the
progeam, Dominican brothers sang a
heautiful pesce song, A short and beautiful
video full of peace messages was shown by
the organtzers.

Sr. Sabina explained the objectives of the
program and wld about the importance of
international peace dav and its theme for
2018 “The Right 10 Peace - The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights at 707,

She told that, Antomo Cuterres (UM
Secretary-Gieneral ) said in his message
“This year we mark International Doy of
Pcace as we prepare to celebrate the 70°
anmversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Righis.

This foundational document is a reminder
that peace takes root when people are firee
from hunger, poverty and oppression and
can thrive and prosper,

With the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights as our guide, we must ensure the
achievement of the Sustamable
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(nitiative,Pakistan|ointly organized, International Day,of;Peace

Development Goals 2030,

1 encourage you to speak up, for pender
equality. For inclusive. socicties. For
climate action. Do your part at school, at
work, at home, Every step counts,

Let us act together to promote and defend
human rights for all, in the nume of lasting
peace forall.™

Mr. Faisal transtated the message of
Antonio Ciaterres in Urdw, Mr. Hector
Wihal Director AAS Pakistan, thanked Fr
James Channan for the partnership. He
added that our organization 15 working on
health of marginalized people, female sex
workers and drug abusers. Our motive is to
@ive inner peace. He said that he wants to
memion the 16" poal of SDGs: Peace and
Justice. IT we achieve first 15 poals we
automatically achieve 167 goal.

Mr. Ejaz Chaudhry said that we celebrate
muintty International days and forget its frue
meaning very next day but peace is
something that needs o be remembered.
He added that peace 1= the first lesson inall
Holy Books

Ouaid-e-Azam also said that everyone has
right to spend histher life according to
hisher religion. We can make this world
heaven through peace.

Patras Dewan said that Global Healing 1
working on the promotion of peace. He
said we work in slums for child educstion
and give awareness regarding health

issues. Ms. Shakeela Tanveer said that Tam
working on skill training programs and
want t0 CIpower Women,

All religious scholass present here Tor
peace promotion are a role model for
everyone. Mr, Tanveer suid that we all talk
about peace but we should think that how
we can work on grass reots level. 1t is not
only the responsibility of state,
Muhammad Khan Laghari said thar Hazrae
Ibraham’s first prayer was for peace. Ms,
Tehmina Fana said that URLis an example
of pece. This 1 a platform where we can
talk freely about interfaith harmony. Haliz
Nouman said that peace is a blessing. we
cannot live in fear, Peace is our life, The
guests lighted the candles and praved for
peace on earth,

Sohail Ahmad Reza congratulated Fr,
James Channan OF for arganizing such a
beautiful celebration of International Day
of Peace, He noted that we want to live ina
peaceiul country and there 15 a need to add
a chapter on this topic in our sallybus,
Maulana Syed Muhammad Abdul Khabir
Azad said that this program is o message
for everyone that it's our responsibility 1o
work together for this nobel cause, Table
talk is the only solution 10 resolve all
issues. We sll have one mission and that is
fove For humanity and promaotion of peace.,
Fr. James Channan OP, Ejaz Chaudhry
senior leader of PTI and Maulana Syed
Muhammad Abdul Khabir Azad
dismbuted appreciation and Peace Awards
to voung leaders who are ploying effective
role in the society to the promotion of
peace and interfaith harmony

He thanked everyone present and
participated as a peace maker in event of
Peace Building worldwide, He said we are
pleased and grateful for the pleasant get
together of you all. | furthermore thank 1o
oll partmer organizations, The dinner was
served woall presents.




| Make the Planet Earth Peaceful and fully Humane

Sustainable Development Goals 2030

Fr. James Channan OP participated in the United Nation's High Level Political Forum

Fr. James Channan OP, URI Regiomal
Coordinator Asia- Pakistan  and
Director of Peace Center was invited to
participate in the United MNation's High
Level Political Forum which took place
at L'N's Head Cuarter in New York in
July, 2008, The aim of this UN HLPF
was to discuss the Sustainable
Development Goals (8GDS) 2030
During this session of the UN in July
members and representatives of all 193
member states were present. Many
countries presented reports on various
topics of SGDS such as; No Poverty,
Lere Hunger, Good Health and Well
Being, OQuality Education, Gender
Equality, Clean Water and Sanitation,
Reduced Inequalites, Peace. Justice
and Strong Institutions and Partnership
for Goals ete. Fr. Dr. James Channan
participated in some of the sessions and
had opportunity to get first hand
information on how work 15 being dong
and what are the challenges which are
faced w achieve these poals in variouws
countries. It was a very profound and
great learning experience lo see people
of different countries, races, cthnicity,
gender, cultures and religions gathered
under one roof and see how to tackle the
problems which are faced by the people
living in different countries and how
UM 15 working its level best o bring
unity and make these goals a reality by
the vear 2030, And thus make the planet
carth peaceful and fully humane.

Ms. Monica Willard - a URI leader and
representative of URIL at the UN took
very active part in several sessions and

contributed her level best by sharing her
ideas with delegates from many
countries and NGOs.  Both fr James
Channan and Monica Willard wvery
enthusiastically shared about the
interfaith dialogue and peace activities
dong by URI in different places around
the globe. And they, inspue of difficult
situptions - and  challenges are doing
their level best to bring healing and a
positive chiange in the people.

They alio had the honor of having a
private meeting with His Excellency,

Mr. Massir Abdul-Aziz Al-Nasser,

Head of the UN Alliance of
Civilizations and Dr, Hanifa Mezoui,
Senior Advisor, Humanstarian Affairs
and Civil Society, UN AOC. This

meetmg ook place m the oflice of
Massir Abdul-Aziz. He highly
pppreciated, thanked and congratulated
for the interfaith harmuny and peace
work which is being done by the URTin
g0 many countries, Towards the end of
this exclusive meeting Peace Pole and
eiher gifis were presented 1w TLE.
Massir Abdul-Aziz.

Democratically-elected by grassroots Cooperation Gircles, Global Council Trustees
Hearty congratulations and wish them a very fruitful tenure

Demoeratically-elected by prassronls
li"m:np-umlinn Circles, Cilobal Council Trustees
serve a5 LR s Beard of Direclors, |'|r|.w|di1|_|{_
mesai-based  leadership and  povernance,
Collestively, they bring ameh diversity of skitls
aml Experience while xL'r-.'ill:.: I overses o
sunle the achvities ol LRI The R,L'P_::l:-mli Siall
and all URID Pakistan present hearty
congratulations  tw all the selected  global
Trustees and wish them & very fruitful tenurs.
The 2018 Global Council Trusiees elected by
their regions inelude:

Adrica

Fr John Mg oma, Malawi
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Ochoba TR Rew. Bishop Macleod Backer,
Ugands

Hemorable Elisha Buba Yeso, Nigera {re-
elected)

Asla

Ravi Enndape, Sri Lonkp (re-elected)

Rev, Kolvon Bomar Eisku, East India

Do, MM R, South India

Europe

Duniel Eror, Bosnia and Hersegoving

Petar Gromntikoy, Bulgaria {re-slected)
Marinnne Horling, Germany (re-clected)

Seatheast Asia and the Pacific

Potre Diramptan-Diampuan, Philippines

Peter Mousaterizdis, Ausizalia (re-clected)
Hishop Stephen L. Villzesier, Philipgines
UREA-Larpe Trostees

Milka Wamban Nigige, Kenyo

Sok Bidon, Cambadia

Swamin Adityananda Sarwswati, India (re-
elected)

(Bee photes and more information about all of
URI's Global Conncil Trustees on our Globol
Council Trustes page.)




it was a great spirtual joy for me to meet him personally and listen the precicus words of Pope Francis for the Chnstians in Pakistan
and appreciation of the apostolats of Christian-Muslim and interreligious diafogue we are doing in our country, sald Fr Or James Ghanan OP

Exclusive meeting with ope rclson Pakistan

Imitiated by Dr Paul Bhani, Presic

“1 offer vou a cordial welcome, and
through you | send my greetings to all
the Christians of Pakistan, especially
those experiencing great hardships,™
These are the words of His Holingss
Pope Francis which he said while
addressing a delegation of Christian
religious  leaders and  laity
Pakistan and [talv in an exclusive
meeting with Pope Francis on Pakistan
in Vatican on 30" of November, 2018,
This meeting was initsated by D Paul
Bhatti, brother of Shahbaz Bhatti and
President. Shahbaz Bhatti Mission
Association,

Laudimg the sacrifice of Shahbaz
Bhatti who was pssassinated ina brutsl
attack by the extremists in Pakistan on
2% of March, 2011, Pope said, *.._.his
sacrifice 15 bearimz muoch fruits of
hope. The words of Jesus apply to hing;
“Unless the grain of whemt falls into
the carth and dies, it remains just a
single gram; butifitdies, itbears moch
fruit."(Jn 1224y, Frut m dialogue,
understanding and reconctliation, fruit
instrength, coprage and meekness”
While encouraging the Pakistani
Christians and their firm faith and
endurance in all kinds of
circumstances sometime hardship and
in building bridges of fraternity among
Christians and religions, Pope Francis
said, "Bridges of fraternity above all
between the Churches and ecclesial

from
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communities themselves ... But also
bridges of fraternity and dialogoe with
ather believers, Tor the sake of
fostering relationships of respect and
mtual rust.” Pope Francis suppocted
the nmoble cause of Shahbaz Bhatt
Mission Assoctation and said: “l
encounge you to persevere in this
evangelical witness, which jomns
firmmess lo meekness, i order o assist
vietims of false secusations and to find
concraie ways to combat poverty and
maodermn forms of slavery.™ He gave a
very inspiring message to remain firm
in our Christisn faith while looking at
the martyrs of our times and witness of
strong faith miven by Shabbaz Bhatti,
He expressed his deep sadness at the
occasions when Christians are
discnmmated . Pope Francis inspired
to foster love and not hatred while
saying; ‘o humble and courngeous
faith in the Lord Jesus and the capacity
1o bring lewve in place of hatred.” His
Haliness thanked the delegation for
the visit and assured of his prayers and
hlessingzs, “1 thank vou for the gifts of
this visit. I accompany you with my
prayers and my blessings, which 1 ask
vou o share with all whom vou
encounter o your work - Pakistan,
And Lask you, please pray for me.”

Al the beginning of this special
audience D Paul Bhatts thanked His
Hodiness for this blissful opportunity
and introduced the aims and objectives
of the Shahbaz Bhats Mission
Assogiahon  and  also introduced
distinguished members of this
delegations which included;
Archbishop Gianfranco Agostinor
Gardin, Archbishop of
Archbishop, Bressan Luigi,
Archbishop Emeritus of  Tremt, ltaly
mnd  former Apostolic Nuncio  in
Pakistan, Fr James Channan OF,
Director, Pesce Center,
Bishop Humphery Peter, Bishop of
Peshawar, {(Church of Pakistan), D
Paul Bhatti, President of the Shahbaz
Bhatti Mission Association and Fr.
YAlfonso Francesco, Vice President
af the association. | was honoured to
be part of this delegation to have
private audience with Pope Francis. It
was a greal spiritual joy For me o meet
him personally and listen the precious
words of Pope Franeis for the
Christians in Pakistan and
appreciation the apostolate of
Christian-Mushm and  interreligions
wi are doing in our country, gaid Fr,
D James Chanan OP. God bless Pope
Francis and grant him a long lite!

Treviso,

Lahore and




'Thewmj- undertakeniinirecentiyears by the UnitedsArablEmirates:

World Tolerance, Summit tolbring Islamcloser toitheWest

Fr. Dr. James Channan ®P1Eead~ther‘

The first World Tolerance Swmmit was
held on 15 and 6 MNovember 2019 in
Dukai o bring [slam closer (o the West,
This 15 the project undertaken in recent
vears by the United Arnb Emirates (UAE),
Ower 1000 people attended the event,
meluding political and religious leaders
ncluding Christians, together with experts
from around the world, Fr. Br James
Channan OP, Director Pesce Center
Lahore and Regional Coordinator United
Religions Initiative, URI-Pakistan lead the
delegation from Pakistan for the summit,
For the Prime Minister Sheikh
Muhammed Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum the
goul is o transform the country inte the
capital "of shared Life", Countering
fundimentalism starting from schools and
UTVErsICs.

The Emirates are among the very foew
nations of the Middle East that can beast
stability. For some time the leaders of the
countey  have proposed to expor their
model of sociely open to religious and
cultural diversity, based on moderate
Isbm.

In 2006 Abu Dhabi promoted o Minisiey of
Tolerance; the following year it founded
the Intemational Institate of Tolerunce
(II'T) amel this year, on the occasion of the
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World Tolerance Day  celebrated on
Movember Lo, the authorities promoted a
world summit on the topic.

Ieegurating the two diys, Surmmit Prime
Minister Sheikh Muhammed Bin Rashid
Al-Maktowm pointed out that the purpose
"5 to make the Emirates the capital of
tolerance and commen life” to try to "bring
cultures ¢loser fogether and creste a
dialogee between religions and
civilizations™, For his part, the Minisier of
Tolerance Sheikh Nahyvan bin Moubarak
al-Nahyvan iflustrated various initiatives o
counier extremism and epcourage
refigious pluralism, For some time now,
the Emirates have been working to combat
fundamentalism, with the Sawab center
linked to the Foreign Minisiry and the
Hedaya Center, which guaraniees work to
over 70 people, who are mvolved in
moioring spr:m.'hr:s. ofhatred and

atmm *’_frm m Pakistan

violence or the spread of & Far nght
idealogy. Inittatives that focos on schools
angd wniversitics, where the vouth
papulition is congentrated

The president of the Parliament Armal al.
Qobeissi recalls the values st the base of
the pation, fruil of the thought of the
founding father Sheikh Zayed. He used 1o
"help non-buslims" by underlining thi
"there are nmo  differences" and he
personally ordered “the consiruciion of
three churches in 19747, In the conntry
there is alse freedom of worship for the
Shiites, an ancmaly ina negion torn by the
division between the two main currens of
lslam.

He says over 200 different nationalities
live i harrnony, The culture of diversity is
the best weapon of prevention against
radicalism”,

LRI ancu ng Fakistsn nrg'lmw:-:l 2
program on  International Day, the
Elimination of Violence against Women
with Paras Welfare Foundation OC. COPE
Pukistan CC, Bhatta Brick Kiln Laborer
Wielfare Organization CC, WAKE CC and
Passion MCC Lahkore on 25th November,
018 ar Khalagragar Youhanabad a
remmicte area of Lahore, More than 105 girls
and women came fromm different faiths,
fields and areas. Imerfuth prayers were
offered, Mr Asher Nazir, Ch. Zubair
Faroog Ahmad (Coordinster URD MCC
Lahore, Baha Barkat Masih (OO
Coordinator). Francis Xavier (CC
Coordinator), Aslam Zahid (CC
Coordinator]), Ms.Asmara [ Youth Trainet
URI} and Mr Faisal lllvas (Executive
Secrefary Peace Center, SrSabina Rifat
shared Lhe objectives and theme of
International day for climination of
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vielence against Women. She
appraciated Mr.Aslam Zalud Coordinaior
Pasras Welfare Foundation that he shared
Tis place and arranged this program it the
venue of Paras Wellare Foundation CCL
This day is celebrated on Movember 25
because  in 1960, three sisters, the
Mirabel sisters, were gunned down by
unknown assailants in the Dominican
Republic due to their opposition to the
then Domimican dictotor, Kafael Trujillo,
To honor the heroic women, the United

Nations  General Assembly in 1999
designated this day as the day for the
climination of violence against women, In
our own  country, there have been
numerons - Mirabel sisters; who  have
suffercd abuse, vietimization, tormuee and
even death. Ch.Zubair Faroog Ahmad
Coordinator LRI MOC Lahore shared his
views sayving; today seme women shared
their success stories of life as teacher
Fehmida Mushtag, Zareen Anf and Ms.
Nagim Younis, MrFrangis Navier CC
Coordingtor Women and Children
Development Program  appreciated  Sr.
Sabina Rifat for her grest working for
women, Sr.5abina Rifat thanked all the
puests, women, URD CCs Coordinators
and their CCs members which were the
part of this program today. She also
remembered and thanked the cooperation
of URI Cilobal.







