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It was a new initiative- a Students’
Summit of Religions and that too,
on Climate Justices. Delegates from
attended the
three-day programme (please find
detailed report overleaf).

different counttries

The new year was greeted with such
a magnificent project. Much more
are yet to come. The UN Interfaith
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Harmony Week was also celebrated

with various events in different CCs.
The culmination was the Inter-
School Quiz based
Scriptures.

Two of our Youth Ambassadors
(Greshma P Raju and Issac Thomas)
are curently participating in the
youth camp at Parmath Niketan
Ashram, in Rishikesh, organized by
KAICIID.

on Holy

The fourth Asia Assembly of URI is
proposed to be held in Bangladesh
towards the end of November, which

will be a mile stone in the history of
URI in Asia.

We look forward to a promising year
ahead.

Dr. Abraham Karickam

Editorial Board: 1. K.G Mathaikutty 2. PK Ramachandran 3. Greshma P Raju,
4. Sheheen Parackal, 5. Dr. Abraham Karickam (Chief Editor)
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United Religions Initiative —

South India Region
STUDENTS SUMMIT OF
RELIGIONS ON CLIMATE
JUSTICE

The First International Students’ Summit of Religions
on Climate Justice was organized by United Religions
Initiative, South India Region with resource partnership
of John Paul II Centre for Interreligious Dialogue,
Rome. The summit was hosed by St. John’s School,
Mar Gregorios Campus, Anchal and Karickam
International Public School, Kottarakara during 9-12
January 2020 in Kerala, India.

On 9% January 2020 in honour of all the delegates, who
arrived from outside Kerala, an orientation dinner
meeting was held at St. John’s premises, Anchal. Rev.
Fr. Bovas Mathew (Local Manager, St. John's School) gave a
briefing about the source background of the summit.
Followed by the brief introduction by the Coordinator
Dr. Abraham Karickam, (Secretary General, URI Asia),

chief guest Miss Kehkashan Basu,(Founder President of

Green Hope Foundation & recipient of International Children’s

Peace Prize) and her mother Mrs Swathi Basu, who =

accompanied her from Canada were introduced. After a
general self introduction the delegates and hosts team
joined the dinner. Accommodation for the delegates was
arranged at guest houses, school and hotels.

On 10® January 2020 Registration of the delegates from
outside and within Kerala started at 9.00 am. At 9.30
am, the delegates assembled at St. John’s auditorium.

STUDENTS” SUMMIT OF RELIGIONS

After the interfaith prayers by the participants from
St. John’s School, a round of self  introduction was
done. Mr. K.G. Mathaikutty, (Executive Secretary United
Religions  Initiative, South India and Sri Lanka Region)
delivered the speech and presented the paper explaining
the Dynamics of the Students’ Summit of Religions on
Climate Justice. After this session all the delegates, and
invited guests moved to the St. John’s college auditori-
um adjacent to the compound of the school, where stu-
dents and staff members of the school and college were
already assembled inside the auditorium.

At 10.50 am the Major Arch Bishop Cardinal Mar Base-
lios Clemis Bava of Malankara Catholic Church entered
the Auditorium along with Miss Kehkashan Basu, Mr.
John Samwuel (Former Director of Asia Forum), the main
speakers for the formal inauguration of the students
summit. The students in their special attire holding
flowers received the VIPS to the stage and the inaugural
session started at 11.00 am.
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Rev. Fr. Bovas Mathew, delivered welcome speech and
Dr. Abraham Karickam gave introductory speech.
Cardinal Mar Baselios Cleemis delivered the inaugural
address and lighted the specially prepared and decorated

lamp, which was matching the theme. Other main
speakers also joined in the lighting ceremony.
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In his inaugural speech Cardinal Cleemis said that in or-
der to  preserve and conserve the mother Earth a posi-
tive change in the attitude of human is required. Miss
Kehkashan Basu delivered the key-note address on Cli-
mate Justice. Miss Basu raised apprehension over the
agonies faced by the children following natural disasters
and war. Mr. John Samuel presented the theme paper
and explained Climate Justice.

The audience were moved by the powerful felicitation
speeches of young students. The following persons de-
livered their felicitation speeches.:

Master Aryaman Arjun, (Junior Student, KIPS)

Mz. Issac S Thomas, (URI Youth Ambassador)

Miss Nadia Thaha, (Studenets’ Speaker, St. John’s School)

Master Joseph Kevin George (Students’ Leader
St. John’s School)

Ms. Susan Koshy, (Principal, St. John’s School)
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Mr. KM. Mathew, (Ve Chairman, St. John’s School,) pro-
posed vote of thanks to those, who were present in the
inaugural session, which was over by 1.00 pm. With the
National Anthem, the inaugural session came to an
end.

After lunch the delegates assembled at the conference
hall of St. John’s School to continue the summit
sessions.  Prof. John Kurakar (Former Global Trustee),

moderated the session. Mr. John Samuel led the

! tural
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interactive session encouraging the delegates to open up
their hearts expressing their understanding and
concerns, etc., about the deteriorating environmental
issues. Another panel member of the session was Miss
Kehkashan Basu, who shared her views on global
perspective. In her speech, Miss Basu reminded about

the Australian Forest Fire and other alarming situation
around the world and drew immediate attention of
youth to raise their voices to call attention of the rules
for sustainable development, taking into consideration
of climate justice.

The delegates were divided into eight groups to discuss
and identify minimum five factors leading to
environmental degradation and five solutions to save the
mother earth.

In the plenary session the groups’ outcome reports
were presented.

After tea break, Dr. Mohan Lal and Dr. Devi Raj, (Laade

Institute of Social Science - 1.1SS) presented the status report
on “One Million Youth for Peace”. Before the
scheduled cultural presentation by the delegates at the
open air stage, 30 minutes time was allotted for ‘Walk
and Talk’. In the cultural events, a good number of del-
egates  actively took part and presented different cul-
items representing different schools, colleges,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Program concluded with
dinner.

On 11% January 2020 at 8.30 am the delegates were
brought to Karickam International Public School for
resuming the summit sessions. After breakfast, Recap
of the previous day was given by Mr. Sanoop Sajan
Koshy, (URI Youth Ambassador). Followed by this was
Music Meditation by Mr. Rajan Cosmic (President, Cosmic
CC, Odanavattom). Then the 31 session on Holy
Scriptures panel discussion began, which was moderated
by Dr. Abraham Karickam. The panellists were
Rev. Fr. Roby Kannanchira (Secretary General, World
Fellowship of Interreligions Councils)
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and Miss Kehkashan Basu. Next session on URI and
World Peace was moderated by Adv.Sajan Koshy (URI
Executive Member). ~ Mrs. Susamma Mathew (Former
D.E.O.), Mr. P.K. Ramachandran (Chairman URI South
India) and Mr. Issac Thomas were the panellists.

This was followed by group discussions. Eight groups
discussed on two sets of issues and reports presented in
the plenary session moderated by Issac Thomas.

After lunch break the delegates were gathered in the au-
ditorium before proceeding to Malamel for the final
summit session. The delegates expressed their views on

the Students Summit sessions completed till that time.

The delegates were given away the Certificates ofr‘

participation also.

In Malamel, the delegates, while enjoying the mind
blogging natural scenery around the rocky hill, they sat
on the bosom of nature and continued the final ses-
sion of the summit. Mr. M. Balagopal (Principal, BRM
Central School, Chengamanadu) led the discussion on
Preserving Mother Earth and the every one actively
participated in the open air session and shared their
experiences and suggestions to save the mother earth. |

After the session, while walking on the rocky mountain - &

and enjoying the beauty of the nature in God’s Own
country side, the session at Kottarakara was concluded.

STUDENTS” SUMMIT OF RELIGIONS

On 12% January 2020 at 6.00 am, the one day tour to
Kanyakumari, started. On the way everyone had break-
fast at Aryas Hotel at Kazhakoottam and then directly
went to Kanyakumari, where the three seas meet. The
team reached Kannyakumari by 11.00 am and went to
visit the Vivekananda rock. The ferry ride was a life
time experience for everyone. About an hour was spent
at the Vivekananda rock where everyone got to engage
in conversations and enjoying the mesmerising view. It
was fortunate to visit Vivekananda rock on his birthday
(124 January (1863). The delegates were fortunate
enough to witness the special celebration on this
occasion by the concerned departments of the Central
and State Governments. On their way back, the  del-
egates were taken to have glimpses of the Kovalam
Beach for a while and reached Anchal and Kottarakara
around 10.00 pm.

(Prepared by: K.G. Mathaikutty,
Executive Secretary
URI South India & Sri Lanka)
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UN INTERFAITH HARMONY WEEK CELEBRATIONS 2020
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Prize Winners of Interfaith Harmony Week Inter - School
Quiz Competitionat Karickam International Public School
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