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Interf it

| Peace Center/L'ahore/and/URI|Pakistan organlzed a beautn‘ul program.

Peue Center Lahore and URI Pakistan
organized a beautiful program to celebrate
Interfaith Christmas with all friends and
commumty members from different rehigions
and backgrounds. The program was conducted
on | 7th December, 2019 at Peace Center and
around 125 people attended the program. Fr.
Younis Shahzad OP Vice Provincial presided
the program. Fr. James Channan OP hosted the
program. There were honorable guests who
participated in the Christmas Celebration:
Mufti Ashig Hussain, Maulana Badar Munir,
Maulana Zubair Aid, Techmina Rana, Dr
Kanwal Feroze, Fr. Patrick Peter OP,
Dominican brothers, Sr. Sabina Rifat,
Maulana Asim Mukhdom, Sohaill Ahmad
Raza, Mr. Rizwan, Dr. Munawar Chand,
Maulana Anf Chisht, Maulana SM JafTen, Ms
Meelam Nisan, Mr. Asher Nazir and Mr. Faisal
llyas.

After interfaith prayers Fr. James Channan OP
welcomed all the honorable guests, URT CC
Coordinators and commumity members came
1o celebrate Christmas together. Further more
he said “I welcome you all in Peace Center to
cclebrate the most important rehigious event
1.¢. Christmas, | hope today’s program will
bring more happiness and joys in our lives. We
have different activities to present in the
program.”

Fr. Younis Shahzad OP, Vice Provincial in
Pakistan congratulated and wished a very
warm and blessed Chnistmas to all. He also
said “Jesus Christ born and he gave the
message of peace and love to the whole world.
He 15 the Prince of Peace and we are following
His teachings. This is the season of sharing
love, peace, joys and happiness. | wish you all
a very blessed Christmas and Happy New Year
2020." He also congratulated to Fr. James
Channan OP and team for orgamizing such a
beautiful program and nviting such an
energetic aucdhence,

Ms Neelam Nisari arranged different gifts to
give to the children and to wish them Merry
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the honorable

Christmas by
Dominican Brothers sung Christmas Carrols
beautifully.

All the honorable guests were very happy and

guests.

cnjoyed the different activities; they also
joined the Christmas Cake Cutting Ceremony
and wished one another a very blessed and
Merry Christmas,

Fr. James Channan OP, thanked all the
honorable guests, women, and children to
come for the Christmas Celebration. He said, |
wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year 20200 from URI & Peace Center Staft
members. God bless you all.

Peace Network Pakistan URI Cooperation Circle

social, educational and charitable organization working,with the communities of different religions

PLniLL Network Pakistan based 1s working
since 2018 in Rawalpindi and Islamabad,
Pakistan. The basic aim of Peace Network
Pakistan is to achieve such a world where
everybody will have equal access to his'her
individual, economic and political
rights. Peace Network Pakistan i1s working
with the communities of different religions
like Muslims, Hindus, Christians and Sikh for
the promotion of peace and interfaith harmony
in Pakistan. It is social, educational and
charitable organmization and working with the
communities of different religions in Pakistan.
Peace Network Pakistan executive board 1s

social,

comprised of seven interfaith
members having diversified
representation from different
faiths and different school of
thoughts. It decided to become
Cooperaton Circle of URI to
be part of mainstream URI The
Coordinator Jibran Masih 1s
already well aware about how
URI works with the people of
different religions for the
promotion of peace and
interfaith harmony in
Pakistan.




World Tolerance Summit in Dubai

The government of United ‘Arab Emirates organized ' “World Tolerance Summit”

NOLERANGE IN/MULTICULTURALISM

Achieving the Social. Economic and Humane Benefits of a Tolerant World. Fr James Channan OP participated from Pakistan

he government of United Arab Emirates

(UAE) organized “World Tolerance
Summit” in Dubai from 13 to 14 November,
2019 at the Madinat Jumeirah Conference
and Ewvents Center in Dubai. This
international Summit was held under the
patronage of His Excellancy Sheikh
Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and
Ruler of Dubai, This summit was based on the
theme of "Tolerance in Multiculturalism:
Achieving the Social, Economic and Humane
Benehits of a Tolerant World. " Stories of hope
shared by wvarious people make the
participants think "What can | do to make a
difference?" Several world known
personalities participated and shared their
wealth of knowledge in the topic of tolerance,
peace, love, harmony and forgiveness. It was
a great experience to see and hear that Dubai
present a model nation in the world as it has
citizens of 200 nations living very peacefully
together and wsing their services and
expertise for the nation bwlding with
diserimination towards none and that
tolerance is taught to the children right from
grade one.
It was the second World Tolerance Summit
organized by the UAE. In this summit a large
number of religious leaders, human rights
activists, promoters of intertaith dialogue,
economic experts, artists, teachers, vouth
and scholars participated. There were very
enriching and thought provoking speeches,
workshops and discussions on how to make
tolerance an integral part of our hives around
the globe.
Sultan Al Mutawa Al Dhaheri, Executive
Director for the Community Engagement and
aports Sector at the Department of
Community Center, Abu Dhabi said; " We

have several initiatives focusing on tolerance,
For example, sports events play a big role in
introducing tolerance as they bring people
together . We are also buildimg more places of
worship for people of different faiths to assure
them that they are a wvital part of our
commumty," Mr. Humbertus Hoffmann,
President and Founder of the Global
Tolerance Initiative, Germany, said; "we need
to look not where we are different but what we
have in common. It is easy for intolerance to
takecover, which 1s why we need to have a plan
to prevent fire and have a fire-safc fabric
which 1s by introducing tolerance among
people.”

Fr James Channan OP. Director Peace Center
and URI Regional Coordinator Asia-Pakistan
participated from Pakistan. Giving an
interview to the Khaleey Times  while
commenting on this World Tolerance Summit
he said; " We are here to give a message of
love, peace, and tolerance to the world. It was
truly an amazing experience for me as | have
never seen people of so0 many nationalities,
ethnic backgrounds and [laiths coming
together to talk about  harmony and
tolerance. It would be great to see the
countrics across the world to spread the same
message of tolerance.”

There were several members of the URI
including Fr James Channan OP,
Ambassador Dr Mussie Hailu, Mr. Sohail
Ahmed Raza, Dr. Emmanuel Ivorgba, Dr.
Nur-ul Islam, Allama Zubair Abid and others
were present as well.

The World Tolerance Summit was a very
successful event as it brought about 1,004
people from around the globe and this summit
will certamly a great positive change,
tolerance, respect and peace in the world.
(Khaleej Times UAE). .

STAR|CC Faisalabad organized an event interfaith leaders at/Al-Fatah. Complex Faisalabad

550th birthday of Baba Guru Nanak

Pakistan has opened its door:to the Sikh. community, living across the, world and they wnuld

TAR CC Faisalabad organized an event
on the 550th |".III'1|'!L1dy celebration of

Baba Guru Namk with the Sikh commumty
gtudents, teachers and interfaith leaders at Al-
Fatah Complex Faisalabad. Mr.Taswar
Younis Coordinator of STAR organization
CC welcomed all guests and congratulated to
sikh community that Pakistan presented the
gift of Kartarpur Corridor to Sikh community
on the event of 550th birthday ot Baba Guru
MNanak. Darbar Kartarpur Sahib has been
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constructed on over 42 acres
of land, while another 62
acres has been allocated for
agricultural purposes. . ¢
Pakistan has opened its door
to the Sikh community living
across the world and they
would have no problem
whenever they want to come
to Pakistan without any
difficulty.




Peace Center'Lahore, URI Pakistan, Bright Future Society, Government
of Pakistan and'few other/organizations jointly organized

International Interfaith Harmony and Religious Freedom Conference
National, international scholars.and'r ellgluus Ieaders from 16 countries partlclpated

nternational Interfaith Harmony and

Religious Freedom Conference was
organized in Governor House Lahoreon [1-12
December, 2019, Many national, international
scholars and religious leaders from 16
couniries participated. Peace Center Lahore,
URI Pakistan, Bright Future Society,
Government of Pakistan and few other
organizations jointly organized the conference
to give a message of peace, interfaith harmony
and religious freedom at all levels,
The guests were welcomed by the organizers
country wise and interfaith pravers were
offered. Mr. Samuel Pavara, welcomed the
guests especially Minister Human Rights and
Minority Affairs Mr. [jaz Alam Augustine, Mr.
Jahangir Assistant Pir Noor ul Hug Qadri
Minister Interfaith Harmony and Religious
Affairs and Governor Lahore, Chaudhary
Muhammad Sarwar. They represented the
Government and supported the agenda as way
torward of the conference. Fr. James Channan
OP, Director, Peace Center, Lahore and
Regional Coordinator URI Pakistan, Sr.
Sabina Rifat, Women Coordinator, URI
Pakistan, Mr. Asher Nazir, Exccutive
Secretary, URI Pakistan and Mr. Faisal Ilyas,
Exccutive Sccrctary, Peace Center Lahore
participated in the conference to represent and
Ms. Neelam Nisari Program Manager, Peace
Center the mentioned organizations.
Fr. James Channan OP also addressed the
audience and said 1 would like to congratulate
all the organizers especially Mr. Samuel
Payara for arranging such a meanmingful
conference to invite 16 countries delegations
and Pakistani peace and interfaith harmony
promoters. | heartly welcome all and wish you
will have a wonderful ime for two days at
Governor House, Lahore. He further
mentioned the urge and mission to promote

peace and interfaith harmony 1n Pakistan and
elsewhere in the world.™
Governor Lahore Mr, Chaudhary Muhammad
Sarwar said “1 congratulate all the partner
orgamzahons for amranging such a peace
buildimg and interfnth harmony conference, |
along with PTI Government is with this
agenda, we are in full support of peace
building activities. | wish you all good luck
and safe journey back to vour countries.™

Fr. James Channan OP received an
“Ambassador of Interfaith Harmony
Certificate™ by the Governor of the Pumjab,
Pakistan.

On the second day of conference different

Peace!is:the Human Agend:—.t!

Peace Hope Pa
Mr. Faisal llyasireceived a:certificate:for:the approval
of hisiCorporation!Gircle:with! URI' Pakistan

r. Faisal llyas, Executive Secretary,

Peace Center, Lahore received a
certificate for the approval of his Cooperation
Circle {CC) with URIL Name of the CC 15
Peace Hope Pakistan and the thematic areas
are; 1-Peace through education, culture and
awareness, 2-Interfaith harmony through
training workshops, seminars and dialogues
among inter and intra-faith community. 3-

October.-.December,2019

Youth: to raise their voice, awareness and
sensitization for progress. 4-Women are the
integral part of our society, their rights and
empowerment is the need of the hour. 5-
Environment is the medium to live a happy,
prosper and peaceful life, we need to make 1t
¢lean and green throughout our surrounding,
by initiating needful steps. We are also
following the 17 SDGs set by The United

speakers talked about the religious freedom in
Pakistan, Mr. ljaz Alam Augustine Minister
for Human Rights and Minonty Affairs said
“We as responsible government are giving
freedom of rehgion i Pakistan, All citzens
are free to go to their worship places without
any hesitation. We opened the Kartarpur
Corridor for our Sikh Community; we have
approved a bill to renovate Texila, a place
where St. Thomas The Apostle came to
preach. There are many more plans to stable all
minoritics along with religious matters
Pakistan.
Mr. Qibla Ayyaz Chairman Islamic Ideology
Pakistan shared his thoughts and said
“According to the history of the
religions, we respect and digmfy all
the faiths and religions we have in
Pakistan. Being the majonty religion,
s our duty and responsibihty to
protect our minorities from the
threats, whether they are from mside
or putside the country. | congratulate
the whole team for the success of the
conference.”

Nations, the celebration of all national and
international days with collaboration of
NGOs & CSOs working at grass root levels in
Pakistan or ¢lsewhere in the world. Because
PEACE IS THE HUMAN AGENDA!
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Paklstan is stlll facﬁﬂast gender gaps

Peace Center;Lahore and Golden Star, URI.CC organized a Gender, Equality/Awareness' Seminar

¢ know that many Western countrics

have made huge advancements
towards gender equality but Pakistan is still
lacing wvast gender gaps. The basic
understanding that all human beings
regardless of their gender, should have equal
rights to education, healthcare and
opportunities that are still missing. Peace
Center Lahore and Golden Star URI CC
organized a Gender Equality Awarencss
Seminar at Peace Center, Lahore on 7th
October, 2019, Mr. Asher Nazir Executive
secretary URI Pakistan and Mr. Faisal Ilyas
Executive Secretary Peace Center Lahore
were the MC of the program. Ms Jennifer
Passon and Ms Sara Lentes joined from
Germany, Mr. Simon Suleman from Hawaii-
USA, Madam Neelam Nisari Coordinator
Golden Start CC URI Pakistan, Fr. James
Channan OP IDirector Peace Center Lahore
and Regional Coordinator URI Pakistan
hosted the event and Dr. Hadja Camra PO

Hadjirul Head of PKLI Hospital was Chief

Guest of the event. Fr. Painck Peter OP
Student Master Ibn-e-Mariam House, URI
CC Coordinators, wvarlous organizations’
representatives and different community
members attended the seminar. 80 male and
female participants attended the program.
Gender Equality is the SDG no.5 set by
United Nations and Pakistan has signed to
work onit.

We are raising our voices against the gender
inequalities at all levels. This program is the
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landmark of the set objective.

Two verses were read by Massive and Schar,
from the Holy Bible and a prayer was offered
by Dormmcan Brother.

Dr. Hadja Camra PO Hadjurul Head of PKLI
Hospital, Chief Guest of the program shared
her views. She said “God has created us as
man and woman; we cannol deny the
importance of both. We can observe in every
family, a father and a mother have their
specific roles to play, Both parents are
imporiant to run a home. | wish and pray for
both genders Lo stay connecled for better life.
Dominican Brothers sung a beautiful song
with peace building theme. Madam Neelam
Misari Coordimator Golden Star URI CC,
Pakistan expressing her feelings about
program, said “l am very thankful for your
participation which has boosted our energies
towards community service. | wish to
contimue my work with good pace. My
daughter nicely played her positive role for
the whole family. I believe male and female
are the mtegral part of the society but their
roles are different from one another. Mr.
Asher Nazir Executive Secretary URI
Pakistan shared “1 am very happy to see the
progressive family of Madam Neelam Nisan.
Mr. Stmon Suleman from USA said “T am
very thankful to my mother and sister
Jennifer Passon for their support to us. We
had tough times in life but my mother always
taught us how to fight for betterment. Today |
am father of a kid and I realized how it was
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managed by my mother alone to ensure good
brought up of us three siblings. Hats otf to my
mother being a single parent, she made it
possible. 1 wish to see gender balance all
around because both genders are important.™
Mrs. Jennifer Passon. is Socialist and
theologian working for German
organization, empowering young girls and
refugees. She told “1 am feeling thankful to
God Almughty and to my mother. [ am
following her fool prints. As children we
need both parents. God has created man and
woman as one unit i.e. family. Today we are
celebrating the blessings of our genders.
Normally, we notice we have man
dominating societies all around but | could
see exceptional examples of Women
progressing. We do not have good family
system 1n Germany but here in Pakistan,
people are much loving and caring, [ wish and
pray to good days both for Men and Women
ahead.

Mr. Faisal Ilyas shared about the third gender
hving n Pakistan. He sad “We have more
than ten thousands registered transgender in
Punjab province according to the most recent
census and how can we 1gnore their presence
in Pakistan?. We own and wish not
discriminate them at any level because they
have complete rights to be treated as we do to
male and females. Fr. James Channan OP
gave a thank you note and appraised the
whole team for arranging such a meaningful
and impactful seminar.
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Youth CaieeEhivanceYSeminar

URI Pakistan and Peace Center,Lahore organized seminar,in Warispura, Faisalabad

RI Pakistan and Peace Center, Lahore
organized a seminar on “Youth Career
Guidance™ in Warispura, Faisalabad.
Around 40 young students from schools,
colleges, university, teachers and
| Dominican brothers attended the scminar
on 25th November, 2019, Chicf Guest of the
serminar was Fr. Pascal Paulus OP.
Fr. George Joseph Catholic priest, writer,
musician, expert in Mass communication
and a retreat Master from Ttaly was the
resource person of the seminar.
Fine Arts Prof. Ms Agsa Majeed from
Performing Arts Faisalabad University
played a special tableau. Sr. Sabina Rifat

Coordinator URI Women Wing Pakistan
was the organizer.

Mr. Tasawar Gill CC Coordinator STAR
Organization formally welcomed the guests
and shared the objectives of the seminar.

Fr. Pascal Paulus OP, Chief Guest of the
seminar said “Youth is our precious asset
and we have to guide, facilitate and support
them accordingly for the betterment. He
said “we also must give very solid faith
formation to our youth. | am happy and
congratulate the orgamizers Peace Center
Lahore, URI Pakistan and STAR
Orgamzation for conducting this seminar on
a very important issue that 15 the need of the
hour *“Career Counseling”. I wish good luck
to all the students to get good and quality

October.-.December,2019

education for strong and helptul citizens ot
the country. Youth is our future and strength,
we cannot ignore them. 1 hope such
scminars will be conducted in different
areas for the better guidance of needful
youth.

IFr. George Joseph shared his rich thoughts
and solid views for vouth to set their targets
from the very beginning without wasting
time In useless activities. He told yvouth that
no one can make their decisions accept
themselves. He mostly involved the youth
in counseling by asking many questions and
finding answer with their help. He is very
good at conveying his message powerfully
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by puppet shows. His sessions were greatly
appreciated by all the participants.

Sr. Sabina Rifat gave the comprehensive
introduction of URI Pakistan and Peace
Center Lahore working for the welfare of
women and youth through different
activities. She also shared preamble of URI,
working and hclping the ncedy
communitics at various levels, She thanked
Fr. James Channan OP for sponsoring this
program with great interest.

Lastly, I wish best of luck for better tuture to
attain the set goals in your life. We must
always remain faithful to our Christian
faith. God bless you all.

Ms Agsa Majeed performed and gave a
message, how we can utilize the ordinary
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things for extraordinary work in our daily
life. Tt was very helpful session for the
students. Fr. George Joseph guided the
students, how to choose a better direction
for successful future. He said “We should
always try to listen the inner voice. That
voice 15 the best guidance in the world
because it is your conscience, which reflects
God’s wisdom; 1t should be followed by all
means. We should feel proud in following
our teachers, parents and anybody you think
he or she can be your role model because it
helps you to take good, positive and
constructive decisions.

Sr. Sabina thanked all participants and all
those who made this important seminar a
SUCCESS.




"Paris Peace Forum, 2nd Edition, 2019

Participants discussed, challenged, confronted, sat together and put the need to build solutions

r. Faisal Ilyas, Executive Secretary,

Peace Center Lahore, Executive
Director Peace Hope Pakistan and URI CC
Coordmmator attended another 1mpressive
edition of the Paris, Peace Forumon 1110 13
November, 2019 in Paris-France, Over three
days, 7000 participants from 140 countries,
33 Heads of State, 12 leaders of international
organizations, 114 projects, 9 initiatives came
together to push the envelope for global
governance. Participants discussed,
challenged. confronted. sat together and put
the need to build solutions at the heart of this
event.
Mr. Amgna KOTOKO, working in Paris since
long on peace bulding and orphanage shared
his experiences with the group. 114 Project
Leaders participated from around the world to
show therr selected projects. It was nice
meeting all the leaders and positive
discussion during the [orum. Amaring
sharing and future initiatives were discussed.
President of France, Mr. Emmanue]l Macron
gave opening speech and other distinguished
guests shared their remarks as well. 1 met
many project leaders, conducted Brain dates,
one to one discussion, experiences shared as a
Project Leader in 2018, and lovely meeting

with INGOs working for the welfare of

mankind.

Pakistan delegation presenting their project at
Paris Peace Forum; they gave me honor that
was a Project Leader in 1st Edition! We had a
very healthy discussion with Minister
Information KPK, Mr. Shaukat Yousafzai,
Shafgat Mahmood Mimister Education was
also there and other group members as well.
Thanks all for such respect and honor.

Two most important personalities ol Paris

Peace Forum, Director General Mr. Justin
Vaisse and Chairperson Steering Committee
Ms. Trisha Shetty, we transterred some words
at the closing ceremony! God bless you both
& your team abundantly for the rest of the
forums and good work at global levels. 1 also
congratulate to the 10 new Project Leaders for
the selection of themr most needful projects for
the welfare of the world. It was nice meeting
o all the leaders and positive discussion
during the forum.

Mr Faisal llyas|joined the_._gruup to,visit;the historic;and sacred place, of, our; Sikh community

‘Pursuing Peace in a Pluralistic World’

First time ECHD, hosted'a Christian-Sikh' solidarity, visit to sacred place of: Sikh reltglnn

Sikh-Chnstian  Delegation around 35
people from different backgrounds
gathered in Lahore on 23rd November 2019
and paid solidarity visit to commemorate the
550th Birth Anniversary of Baba Guru Nanak

Sahib, he was (1469) the first Baba Guru of

the Sikhs. The delegation was lead by Mr.
James Rehmat, Executive Director, ECHD
{Ecumenical Commission for Human
Development) and Sardar Gurmeet Sing a
Tourist Guide from Wadiya Travels. Mr.
Faisal llyas Executive Secretary Peace Center
Lahore joined the group to visit the historic
and sacred place of our Sikh community.
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Light, Love and Prayers: Gelebrating Diwali'in Pak|stan

Dr-Munawar Chandcut:the Diwali cake with:different interfaith/leaders

Di'-.".'uli symbolizes the victory of good
over evil. The lamps are lit as a sign of
celebration and hope.
night of Diwali coincides with the darkest,
new moon night of the Hindu Lunisolar
month Kartika in Bikram Sambat calendar.

The main festival

Diwali 1s a colorful festival involving

lighting candles, worship, celebration and
prayers. Itis a five days Hindu festival and
during this time houses are cleaned and
windows is opened to welcome Lakshmi,
goddess of wealth. Candles and lamps are
lit in and outside every home as a greeting
to Lakshki. The local Hindu leaders and

URI CC Coordinator Anglo Asian
Friendship Society Dr.Munawar Chand cut
the Diwali cake with different interfaith
leaders and distributed gifts and sweets
among the people URI Pakistan and global
office of URI congratulated to Hindu
community to around the world on Diwali.
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Organized By: BETHAK ORGANTATION + SAMA SEWA GRGAMZATION
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