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LOCAL VOICES,
GLOBAL MOVEMENT



For twenty-five years, the United Religions Initiative (URI) has

grown from a visionary idea into the world’s largest

grassroots interfaith network, now connecting people in over

120 countries.

LOCAL VOICES, 
GLOBAL MOVEMENT

Every day, our Cooperation Circles (CCs) and Individual

Members bring the values of dialogue, respect, and shared

action into their communities, addressing the root causes of

conflict and building cultures of peace. URI brings these

people and efforts together, ensuring collective impact. We

mobilize a diverse global network to act together and make

the change that URI was created to make: a more peaceful,

just, and connected world.
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This Impact Report celebrates the people and partnerships that

make this movement possible. It highlights the power of local

leadership and the collective strength of a global network

guided by shared principles. From preventing violence and

protecting the Earth to empowering youth and women, URI

members continue to show what is possible when communities

work together with compassion and purpose.

As we look back on twenty-five years of impact, we also look

ahead, with renewed commitment to strengthen the network,

deepen collaboration, and expand our reach. Each story in these

pages is a reminder that peacebuilding begins with local voices,

and that, together, they form a global movement for change.
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URI’s impact is generated locally –by communities responding to their own realities- then strengthened

through global connection. Because our work is decentralized, relationship-based, and often unfolds in

complex or fragile contexts, capturing impact looks different from traditional top-down programs.

Many Cooperation Circles operate with limited resources, in areas where formal data collection is

difficult, unsafe, or culturally inappropriate. As a result, URI measures impact through a combination of

quantitative reporting, stories of change, learning reflections, and sustained engagement over time.

What this report reflects is both scale and depth: numbers that show reach and stories that reveal how

interfaith cooperation builds trust, reduces harm, and creates more resilient communities. Together,

they offer a holistic picture of a living network creating collective impact—one relationship, one

community, and one action at a time.



LEARNING
AND CAPACITY

BUILDING
In 2025, URI’s learning spaces brought together hundreds of

members and partners to deepen interfaith understanding,

strengthen local leadership, and advance shared action. Through

online and regional workshops, interactive learning series, and

orientation sessions, members across all eight regions explored

how dialogue, collaboration, and spiritual wisdom can transform

communities and strengthen peace.



GLOBAL LEARNING
AND CONNECTION

EVENTS

COMMUNITY CALLS

COUNTRIES

Between January and October 2025, URI organized 46 global

learning and connection events, including 8 Intro Workshops, 10

Learning-in-Action Series sessions, 24 Community Calls, and 4

Orientation Workshops. Participants joined from 45 countries across

all regions, with Africa and Asia representing the largest

participation. More than one-third of participants were under 35,

and 28% were new to URI, showing the power of these spaces to

grow the network.

Learning in Action
The Learning-in-Action Series offered two five-month programs:

Peacebuilding through Earth Restoration and Violence Prevention:

Design and Practice. Together, they engaged 37 participants

organized in 13 teams from Africa and Asia. The programs

combined live sessions, recorded lessons, and practical team

projects—an approach that made participation more inclusive and

built local facilitation capacity for future editions. Participants

highlighted new skills in nonviolent communication, conflict

sensitivity, and collaborative project design. Many described a

deeper understanding of how spiritual and cultural values can guide

practical action.

Intro Workshops
Eight global Intro Workshops provided foundational learning on

URI’s programmatic areas: Interfaith Engagement, Facilitating

Interfaith Spaces, Violence Prevention, Interrupting Hate Speech,

Navigating Difficult Conversations, and Earth Restoration and

Collective Healing. Over 230 people registered and 80 unique

participants attended sessions live. 89% found the workshops very

useful.

URI Connect App
Launched in June 2025, URI Connect became a new

digital hub for ongoing learning and collaboration.

Within 6 months, over 400 members registered,

started 233 conversations, and shared 86 events.

Regions with active youth networks—particularly

West Africa, the Great Lakes, and Latin America—

showed the highest engagement, demonstrating the

growing demand for accessible online learning.



INDIVIDUAL
MEMBERSHIP
PROGRAM



The URI Individual Membership Program (IMP) continues to grow as a powerful gateway for people who want to live out

URI’s mission and values. The program offers individuals a platform for connection, learning, and contribution,

complementing the work of Cooperation Circles (CCs) and strengthening URI’s global network through active participation

and shared purpose.

In 2025, the Individual Membership Program reached a significant milestone: over 2,100 active members - marking a

20% growth in just one year. With 405 new members joining and representation expanding to 122 countries (up from 105

in 2024), the program is rapidly becoming one of URI’s most dynamic engines of global engagement. This growth reflects

rising global demand for interfaith collaboration and individuals' desire to participate in collective impact through URI.

Who are Individual Members?

Individual Members are leaders, activists, youth, and people of all faiths and backgrounds who join URI to connect across

cultures, share experiences, and act for peace and healing. From emerging youth leaders to experienced changemakers,

they bring cultural wisdom, energy, and commitment that enrich URI’s mission.

A Visionary Supporter Strengthening Global Connection

The growth and success of the Individual Membership Program have been

made possible through the generosity and vision of Mrs. Jill H. Kramer, a

long-time supporter and champion of URI’s mission. Her commitment to

interfaith collaboration and grassroots empowerment helped launch and

sustain this program, opening the door for individuals around the world to

engage directly with URI’s global network.

Thanks to Jill’s support, thousands of individuals now have the opportunity

to connect, learn, and act for peace as part of a global family committed to

justice, healing, and cooperation across differences. Her belief in the power

of individual engagement continues to shape URI’s future and expand its

collective impact worldwide.

Thank you, Jill.



COOPERATION
CIRCLES



The growth of URI’s network continues to reflect the power

and relevance of interfaith collaboration at the grassroots

level. In 2025, URI’s network grew by 71 new Cooperation

Circles (CCs) compared to 61 in 2024, 46 in 2023, and 35 in

2022 — demonstrating steady growth over the past three

years .

This upward trend demonstrates both the network’s vitality

and the growing global demand for spaces where

communities can work together across faith lines to address

local challenges. The increase also highlights the collective

efforts of Regional Coordinators, Trustees, and existing CCs

who mentor new groups through the membership process.

Each new Cooperation Circle brings unique cultural,

spiritual, and social perspectives to URI’s global family,

strengthening its capacity to address local challenges

through shared action and global solidarity.
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